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Introduction
This is the Introduction to Astrology (Level 1) astrology class notes and is suitable for beginners.
There are two semesters of eight classes each. The two semesters comprise the full Level 1 work for the Canadian Association of Astrological Education (CAAE) and is considered first year astrology learning.
Lesson Class Time
Typically, the class time for each lesson is two hours.
So, that is two hour classes for eight sessions which makes sixteen hours of total class time for each semester.
Independent Study
Additionally, you are expected to do sixteen hours of independent study for each semester.
Class frequency
Typically, classes are at two week intervals, but this can change and be shorter at one week or longer to suit each person’s individual needs. There is no rush.
How to Use these notes
You will receive this material as an emailed pdf file. It can be read on a smart phone, iPad or tablet and your computer. 
Print
You can print the pages if you wish, and this is advised. Each lesson has several pages. Read the pages and make notes in your astrology workbook.
Aspiring Astrologer Activities
The Aspiring Astrology activities are in orange after each lesson. These are like your homework and can be related to every chart you do. Prepare your aspiring astrologer activities and send them to your teacher the day before the next lesson or as soon as you have completed them.

Detailed Class List 
Please note that page numbers may change.
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[bookmark: _Toc358365644]Lesson 1: Signs 1 - Polarities, Elements and Modes
The lesson covers the components that go to make up the signs to gain insights into their meaning.

This is achieved through an understanding of: 
· The two polarities active (masculine) and passive (feminine).
· The four elements of fire, earth, air and water.
· The three modes (or qualities) of cardinal, fixed and mutable. 
[image: Alison:Users:alison:Desktop:elements-35448_960_720.png]


The Birth Chart
A birth chart is a snapshot of the planets and their positions at the exact time, date and place of your birth.
At first a birth chart looks complicated and it can seem that way. We will go through all the chart details one by one, so you can understand how they fit into the whole chart.
The Sun's position in a chart
You know the Sun rises and sets every day. This is due to the Earth's rotation once in almost 24 hours. 
If you were born in the morning, the Sun will be rising in your chart (on the left). If you were born in the evening the Sun will be setting in your chart (on the right). If you were born around midday the Sun will be at the top of the chart, and if you were born near midnight the Sun will be at the bottom of the chart.
Each birth chart is different because we are all born at a different time and place. Two people born at the same time and place will have very similar birth charts.

	Sign
	Aries
	Taurus
	Gemini
	Cancer
	Leo
	Virgo
	Libra
	Scorpio
	Sagittarius
	Capricorn
	Aquarius
	Pisces

	Polarity
	Active
	Passive
	Active
	Passive
	Active
	Passive
	Active
	Passive
	Active
	Passive
	Active
	Passive

	Element
	Fire
	Earth
	Air
	Water
	Fire
	Earth
	Air
	Water
	Fire
	Earth
	Air
	Water

	Mode
	Cardinal
	Fixed
	Mutable
	Cardinal
	Fixed
	Mutable
	Cardinal
	Fixed
	Mutable
	Cardinal
	Fixed
	Mutable




Stephen King
Below is the birth chart of Stephen King the writer. We will be using this chart for many of the examples in this course. 
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Astrological Glyphs Quick Guide
A glyph is a symbol. In Astrology each of the signs, planets, aspects, and points have a glyph. The glyphs are drawn on every birth chart. To read a chart you need to know the glyphs.
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The Parts of the Chart
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The Parts of a Chart
There are four main parts that go to make up a chart 
The four components can be related to the theatre, so you can see how the fit together and what each one does.

	The planets 	- The actors				- The who
	The signs	- The roles or parts			- The what
	The houses	- The stage, set or backdrop		- The where
	The aspects	- The dialogue and interaction	- The how

The 12 Signs of the Zodiac
There are twelve signs of the zodiac. The signs begin at Aries the first sign and go through to Pisces the last sign. Each sign is 30° in longitude. Every sign begins at 00°00’ and ends at 29°59’.
The Sun passes through each sign of the zodiac every twelve months starting at the Vernal Equinox (around March 21st) when the Sun’s path crosses the celestial equator going north it enters the sign of Aries.
The Order of the Signs
Aries, Taurus, Gemini, Cancer, Leo, Virgo, Libra, Scorpio, Sagittarius, Capricorn, Aquarius and Pisces.
Zodiac vs. Constellation: 
The Sun’s apparent path through the sky is known as the plane of the ecliptic. All the signs of the zodiac are found on the plane of the ecliptic. 
A constellation can be any groups of stars. A constellation does not need to be found on the plane of the ecliptic e.g. the constellation of Orion. It is easy to confuse zodiac sign names with constellation names although they did originally begin the same.
Polar Opposites
Zodiac signs can be categorized in opposite pairs known as polar opposites.
Aries - Libra
Taurus - Scorpio
Gemini - Sagittarius
Cancer - Capricorn
Leo - Aquarius
Virgo - Pisces
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Polarities
Sign Polarities
There are two polarities in astrology. The polarities are masculine or feminine but can be referred to as active or passive or positive and negative.
Each polarity has six signs associated with it and the two polarities alternate from one sign to the next sign.
Polarity shows a balance in nature much like a magnet with a positive charge at one end and a negative charge at the other. The energy is ejected from the positive side and absorbed by the negative side. This process cannot function without both polarities being present in equal measure. We are often attracted to those who balance our polarity.
In a chart one is said to be a positive person or a negative person. The positive and negative charges are in balance on Earth. You may be more positive than negative or more negative than positive, but it means you will be attracted to other people who fill your polarity void.
For instance, if you have more planets in signs in the active polarity you will be attracted to people who are mainly passive. If you have mare planets in the signs in the passive polarity you are attracted to those who are active. 
This is especially so in relationships between male and female. It is the natural flow of energy and we are constantly drawn towards other people (almost magnetically) who can complement the energy in our charts.
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Polarity Balance
Strong polarity
A polarity is considered strong when there are five or more planets in one polarity.
Weak polarity
A polarity is considered weak if there are two or less planets in a polarity.
Masculine (active) polarity
The masculine signs are Aries, Gemini, Leo, Libra, Sagittarius and Aquarius.
Strong masculine polarity
Charts with five or more planets in the masculine polarity are active, positive, extroverted and make an impression on those around them. They eject energies out into the world. The masculine polarity is associated with the concept of yang.
Weak masculine polarity
Charts with two or less planets in masculine signs are considered weak in regard to the masculine principles.
Feminine (passive) polarity
The feminine signs are Taurus, Cancer, Virgo, Scorpio, Capricorn and Pisces.
Strong feminine polarity
With the feminine polarity emphasized in a chart the individual is passive, negative, introverted and introspective. They are able to absorb and accept situations and things. The feminine polarity has an affinity with the principle of yin.
Weak feminine polarity
Charts with two or less planets in the feminine signs are considered weak in feminine principles.

Elements 
The Elements
There are four elements (triplicities) in astrology; fire, earth, air and water. Each sign is attributed to one element. Every element has three signs. The elements show how we experience and process the world around us. 
The Fire signs are Aries, Leo and Sagittarius. The fire signs are masculine. 
The Earth signs are Taurus, Virgo and Capricorn. All earth signs are feminine. 
The Air signs are Gemini, Libra and Aquarius. Every air sign is masculine. 
The Water signs are Cancer, Scorpio and Pisces. Each water sign is feminine.
Elemental balance
The elements are considered to be in balance when the planets are equally spread amongst them. For example, one planet in a fire sign, two in earth, two in air and two in water shows the elements are in balance.
Elemental strength
An element with two planets more than the next best element is considered strong. For example, four planets in fire and two in earth, zero in air and one in water give a fire emphasis as there are two planets more in fire than in earth.
Elemental weakness
An element without planets is considered weak. For example, in a chart where there are no planets in fire, none in earth, four in air and three in water, fire and earth are both weak.


	Fire
	Earth
	Air
	Water

	Aries
	Capricorn
	Libra
	Cancer

	Leo
	Taurus
	Aquarius
	Scorpio

	Sagittarius
	Virgo
	Gemini
	Pisces




Fire Element Meaning
Strong fire
Strong fire people will make things happen by creating a spark. They use their intuition to make decisions. Generally, fire people are optimistic, enthusiastic, inspirational, faithful, stimulating and positive.
Weak fire
A lack of planets in fire indicates that inspiration and visualization may be in short supply.
Earth Element Meaning
Strong earth
Strong earthy folk will bring things into reality and give them form. They use sensations (touch, smell and taste) to make decisions. They are practical, realistic, useful and can be slow moving.
Weak earth
A shortage of planets in earth suggests the person is not well grounded and may have an airy-fairly approach to life. 
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Air Element Meaning
Strong air
Strong air individuals determine what things are, label them and then they inform others. They use their thoughts and minds processing information, knowledge, ideas and concepts to make decisions. They are often intellectual, good communicators, thoughtful, objective, positive, theoretical and can deal in abstractions.
Weak air
No planets in the element of air hints at an inability to think things through and find a conclusion.
Water Element Meaning
Strong water
Strong water souls experience feelings about things and they may give them care. They use their feelings to accept of reject things depending on their likes and dislikes to make decisions. Generally sensitive, aware of atmospheres, introverted, impressionable and flexible.
Weak water
When the water element is without planets it implies an inability to understand emotions and what upsets themselves and others.

Modes
Modes
There are three modes (modality, quadruplicities or qualities) cardinal, fixed and mutable. Each sign has one mode. Every mode has four signs associated with it. 
The Cardinal signs are Aries, Cancer, Libra and Capricorn. 
The Fixed signs are Taurus, Leo, Scorpio and Aquarius. 
The Mutable signs are Gemini, Virgo, Sagittarius and Pisces.

	Cardinal
	Aries
	Cancer
	Libra
	Capricorn

	Fixed
	Taurus
	Leo
	Scorpio
	Aquarius

	Mutable
	Gemini
	Virgo
	Sagittarius
	Pisces



Modal emphasis
Balanced mode
The modes are balanced when they are spread evenly (as much as you can evenly spread seven into three). For example, three planets in cardinal signs, two in fixed signs and two in mutable signs are considered in balance.
Strong mode
A mode is considered strong when there are at least two more planets in the mode than the next best mode. For example, four planets in cardinal signs, two in air and one in mutable makes cardinal strong.
Weak mode
A mode is weak when there are no planets in the mode. For example, three planets in cardinal, four in fixed and none in mutable makes mutable weak.


Cardinal meaning:
Strong cardinal
People with many planets in the cardinal signs usually start things. They are self-motivated, have goals and are the leaders of the zodiac. Cardinal signs initiate change.
Weak cardinal
A lack of planets in cardinal signs suggests the individual is not one for starting things or getting going and procrastination may be an issue.
Fixed meaning:
Strong fixed
Those with many planets in fixed signs stick to things and can complete things. They are tenacious, reliable, stubborn and steadfast. They are resistant to change to the extent that they may have to overcome inertia.
Weak fixed
A shortage of fixed planets in the signs indicates a certain wavering in life.
Mutable meaning:
Strong mutable
Strong mutable signs are flexible, adaptable and inclusive. They are accommodating, adjustable, amenable to change and they can move things along.
Weak mutable
When there are no planets in the mutable signs it imparts rigidity to the individual. 
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Aspiring Astrologer Activity - Signs 1 - Polarity, Element and Mode
Referring to your chart complete the following table:

	
	Fire
	Earth
	Air
	Water

	Cardinal
	
	
	
	

	Fixed
	
	
	
	

	Mutable
	
	
	
	



Planets in Signs
Only counting the seven visible planets from the Sun to Saturn.
1 Which planets are in the element of fire?
2 Which planets are in the element of earth?
3 Which planets are in the element of air?
4 Which planets are in the element of water?
5 Which planets are in the cardinal mode? 
6 Which planets are in the fixed mode?
7 Which planets are in the mutable mode?
Elements and Modes
Only counting the seven visible planets from the Sun to Saturn.
1 Is there an emphasis or lack of any element? 
2 Is there an emphasis or lack of any mode? 
3 Write a brief (50 word) interpretation of your chart's element and mode strengths and weaknesses.
Polarities 
Only counting the seven visible planets from the Sun to Saturn.
1 How many planets are in the positive polarity?
2 How many planets are in the negative polarity?
3 Is there a polarity emphasis? 
4 Write a brief (50 word) interpretation of your chart's polarity strength or weaknesses.
[bookmark: _Toc290515610][bookmark: _Toc358365645]Lesson 2: Signs 2 – The 12 Zodiac Signs
The 12 Signs of the Zodiac
In the previous lesson we looked at how each sign can be categorized by their components of polarity (masculine or feminine), element (fire, earth, air or water) and mode (cardinal, fixed or mutable). 
We discovered that the signs can be interpreted by these three distinct components in a broad way.

This time we will take a look at the meaning of each sign in more detail and discover some of the personality traits, body parts, careers and correlations associated with each sign. 

Signs Table

	Zodiac Sign
	
	Symbol
	Key Words
	Planetary rulers

	
	
	
	
	Traditional
	Modern

	Aries
	a
	Ram
	I am
	Mars
	E
	
	

	Taurus
	b
	Bull
	I possess
	Venus
	D
	
	

	Gemini
	c
	Twins
	I think
	Mercury
	C
	
	

	Cancer
	d
	Crab
	I feel
	Moon
	B
	
	

	Leo
	e
	Lion
	I create
	Sun
	A
	
	

	Virgo
	f
	Virgin
	I analyze
	Mercury
	C
	
	

	Libra
	g
	Scales
	I balance
	Venus
	D
	
	

	Scorpio
	h
	Scorpion
	I desire
	Mars
	E
	Pluto
	J

	Sagittarius
	i
	Archer
	I seek
	Jupiter
	F
	
	

	Capricorn
	j
	Sea goat
	I achieve
	Saturn
	G
	
	

	Aquarius
	k
	Water bearer
	I aspire
	Saturn
	G
	Uranus
	H

	Pisces
	l
	Fishes
	I believe
	Jupiter
	F
	Neptune
	I





Aries a
March 21st to April 21st
Positive – Fire – Cardinal 
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:alison:Desktop:My Astro Artwork:SCAN0001-page-001-2 2.jpg]
The symbol for Aries is the Ram a male sheep. A key phrase is “I am” and this is often said by strong Aries types. 
The ruling planet is Mars named after the God of war. The zodiac sign of Aries is in the cardinal mode indicating they are leaders, in the fire element suggesting inspiration and of the active polarity so they have an outgoing personality.

Aries positive traits: 
Aries are courageous and self-assertive. They relish new beginnings, are enthusiastic and can be impulsive. Often impatient and headstrong they want to be first. Aries folk look good in the color red. They can be acute, sharp and are dynamic leaders. They are inspirational and can get heated and excited and can be considered an army-of-one.
Aries challenging traits: 
Impulsive, rash and impatient.
Aries body parts:
Head, blood, adrenalin and testosterone.
Careers:
Arms dealer, athlete, butcher, chain saw operator, competitor, consultant, construction worker, driver, entrepreneur, explorer, fencer (swordsman), fireman, fireworks maker, front men, head hunter, ironmonger, karate instructor, metalworker, mercenary, nail gun operator, needlewoman, pugilist, publicist, pyro-technician, rocket scientist, steelworker, toolmaker, sniper and soldier.



Taurus  b
April 21st to May 22nd 
Passive – Earth – Fixed 

[image: Macintosh HD:Users:alison:Desktop:My Astro Artwork:SCAN0001-page-001-2 6.jpg]The symbol for Taurus is the bull.
A key phrase used by Taurus is “I possess” and many Taureans use this opener or related ones like “I have…” to start their sentences.
Beautiful Venus is the ruling planet.
Taurus is of the fixed mode suggesting that they like stability, the earth element indicating they are in touch with reality and the passive polarity which means they are sensitive and sensuous.
Positive traits: 
Taurus people are generally patient. They can be possessive and keep things for ever. They like land and what money can buy. 
They are good at preserving (both relationships and food) and are considered very reliable. Of all the signs they have the most common sense. If you are a bull you are deliberate in your actions and you are generally solid, earthy and a good worker.
Challenging traits: 
Can be plodders and resist others.
Body parts: 
Throat, voice box and neck.
Careers:
Accountant, Aesthetician, art dealer, artist, auctioneer, appraiser, baker, banker, bee keeper. building manager, buyer, chocolatier, civil engineer, credit manager, crop sprayer, farmer, fashion designer, financier, florist, , hairdresser , jeweler, landscaper, land owner, management, mediator, merchant banker, perfumer, property developer, singer , stockbroker, throat surgeon and vineyard owner.


Gemini c
Positive – Air - Mutable
May 22nd to June 22nd


[image: Macintosh HD:Users:alison:Desktop:My Astro Artwork:SCAN0001-page-001-2 10.jpg]The symbol for Gemini is The Twins and this shows up in their dual nature.
A key phrase is “I think…” and many Gemini types say this every day.
The ruling planet is Mercury the messenger of the Gods.
Gemini is in the mutable mode meaning they are flexible and dexterous, the element is air suggesting that Twins are intellectual and of the active polarity indicating they are confident and outgoing.

Positive traits: 
Gemini’s are instinctive communicators and want to make connections with others. They are good at associations and are happy just to know your name. Twins are adaptable, restless and crave variety in life. They can have diverse interests. They are inquisitive and want to know things to fill their mental database with lots of information. They are the sign of duality and can multi-task like noother. 
Challenging traits: 
Gemini makes good jugglers and they fare well in pub quizzes.
Body parts:
Arms, hands, ears, eyes and lungs, the pairs of things.
Careers:
Advertising executive, agent, author, bus driver, copywriter, bicyclist, book shop owner, editor, flea marketer, juggler, magazine writer, merchant, newsman, novelist, optician, poet, postman, quiz show host, roller blader, shop keeper, teacher elementary, telesales, ticket master sales, trader, travel agent and writer.


Cancer d
Negative – Water – Cardinal
June 22nd to July 24th

[image: Macintosh HD:Users:alison:Desktop:My Astro Artwork:SCAN0001-page-001-2 3.jpg]
The symbol is the Crab and their key phrase is “I feel…” which is often their sentence opener.
Cancer is the second cardinal sign which means they are leaders and Cancerians will often lead from behind. They are in the water element which indicates that much intuition is used and they are fluid and in the passive polarity suggesting a reticence for aggression and a more receptive approach to life.
The ruling planet is the Moon which is not really a planet at all but the natural satellite of the Earth. The Moon goes through phases and this is a typical attribute for Cancerians.
Overview
Cancer is concerned with feelings and to them family is all. They are protective, sensitive and patriotic. The lunar ruled are safety conscious and aware of the past so much so they can be overly sentimental or spend much time wandering down memory lane. They are steady in a crisis and tenacious. they usually live sheltered lives and strive to provide well for those in your care. Of all the signs Cancer is shy.
Cancer positive traits: 
Familial feelings, protective, sensitive, nurtures, mothering, patriotic, shy, safety, the past, sentimental, sheltered and provides.
Cancer challenging traits: 
Tenacious. 
Body parts:
Stomach, breasts, breast milk and body fluids.
Careers:
Milkman, cafeteria worker, cheese manufacturer, chef, cook, dairy farmer, dinner lady, house sitter, land owner, midwife, nanny, realtor, restaurateur, storage containers, Tupperware sales, yoghurt shop owner, water purification specialist and wet nurse.


Leo E
The Lion 
July 22 – August 22
Positive – Fire – Fixed 
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:alison:Desktop:My Astro Artwork:SCAN0001-page-001-2 7.jpg]Key phrase: “I create” 
Ruling planet: the Sun
Leo’s symbol is the Lion, king of the jungle and this has much to say about Leo. The Lion is of the fixed mode suggesting they don’t like change, in the element of fire indicating they are inspirational and of the active polarity meaning they are extroverted. The ruling planet is the Sun (yes, we know it is a star, but in astrology circles it is referred to as a planet).
Positive traits:
Leos are dignified, have honor and are proud. They can be vain. They are the most creative sign and fun loving. They are honest, warm and loyal. They are organized, strong and can be dramatic. They will delegate to the other signs. They take life on in a wholehearted manner. They have a childlike wonder of the world and detest poverty. Of all the signs they can play their role once they know what it is.
Challenging traits:
Arrogant, bossy and vain.
Body parts:
Heart, pulmonary system, back.
Careers:
Actor, actress, child minder, creative, dramatist, entrepreneur, jeweler, inspirational leader, luxury goods sales, numismatist , play group organizer, organizer, sportsman, theatre manager, toy shop owner and wardrobe master.


Virgo F
Negative – Earth – Mutable 
Virgo is the Virgin
August 24th to September 24th

[image: Macintosh HD:Users:alison:Desktop:My Astro Artwork:SCAN0001-page-001-2 11.jpg]The key phrase is “I analyze” and this is used by strong Virgo types. The ruling planet is Mercury the fastest planet.
Virgo is of the element of earth suggesting being in touch, the mutable mode indicating they are flexible and can multi-task and the negative polarity which means they may be shy or reticent.
Virgos are particular and this is another word for picky. they like to analyze situations. they may seem to be finding fault but it is just your attention to detail that makes you aware (more than most) of any imperfections in people or situations. They can be self-critical and this may be a problem when you are young. Virgos are discriminating and want perfection in life. they are kind, meticulous, fastidious even, and can be detailed oriented. Virgo is the sign of those who serve and you are good in this role. They are modest and humble and make excellent workers.
There are more Virgo births than any other sign. Those born under the sign of the virgin are the workers of the zodiac and are often placed in supporting roles. they do not like being put on the spot and will resist leadership when it is offered to you. 
It's like a beehive. One queen bee - the Leo and many worker bees - the Virgos.
Virgo positive traits: 
Particular, analysis, discrimination, perfection, kind, meticulous, fastidious, detailed oriented, serves, handy, modest and humble.
Virgo challenging traits: 
Critical and can’t see the wood for the trees.
Body parts:
Digestive system, nervous system.
Careers:
Back room boy, filing clerk, lexicographer, secretary, typist, service industry, micro business owner, office worker, service industry, support roles, waitress and writer


Libra G
Positive – Air – Cardinal 
The Scales
September 24th to October 24th.

[image: Macintosh HD:Users:alison:Desktop:My Astro Artwork:SCAN0001-page-001-2 4.jpg]A Libran key phrase is “I can relate to that” and many strong Libran types will pepper their sentences with that one. The ruling planet is Venus the brightest body in the sky after the Sun and Moon.
Libra is of the air element meaning you are intellectual and a thinker, of the cardinal mode suggesting leadership qualities and of the positive polarity showing that many Librans are extroverts and go-getters.
Libra loves equality especially in partnerships. They are persuasive and will encourage others to see your point of view. They are balanced and will compromise on occasion. They generally have good manners and are civil, polite and courteous. This is an elegant person with style. They are brilliant negotiators and will step in to mediate and take on a peace-keeping role. They love companionship and enjoy being with one special person. The sign of the Scales rules balance, symmetry and things on the level. You can commit and are focused on your significant other’s needs.
Libra positive traits: 
Equality, partner, persuasive, balance, compromise, civil, courteous, elegance, negotiates, mediates, peace, peacemaker, peacekeeper, companion, symmetry, level, equilibrium, commitment and other oriented.
Libra challenging traits: 
Vacillates and a people pleaser. 
Body parts:
Kidneys and inner ear balance.
Careers:
Hairdresser, judge, lawyer, liaison manager, mediator , negotiator, nephrologist, public relations, stylist, wedding planner, wedding singer and weigh scale operator


Scorpio H
Negative – Water – Fixed
October 24th to November 23rd


[image: Macintosh HD:Users:alison:Desktop:My Astro Artwork:SCAN0001-page-001-2 8.jpg]The symbol for Scorpio is the Scorpion. The key phrase is “I desire” and strong Scorpio types will use this to express themselves.
Scorpio is of the element of water which mean you are emotional and of the fixed mode indicating you are a bit set in your ways and of the passive polarity suggesting you are receptive to others and may take things in for consideration before responding.
Scorpios have two ruling planets the traditional planet of Mars the warrior and the modern planet of Pluto the transformer.
Scorpios are intense, passionate, survivors. They have self-control and are penetrating. They like to delve to the bottom of things. They are sexy, deep but also suspicious. They can be unforgiving. They fare well in a crisis. They are potent and can be jealous. Others think you are intimidating and if they are betrayed will get revenge.
Scorpio positive traits: 
Intense, passionate, sexy, deep, a survivor, has self-control, penetrating, good in a crisis and potent.
Scorpio challenging traits: 
Carries a grudge, traumatic, unforgiving, jealous, intimidating, is revengeful on betrayals and suspicious.
Body parts:
Sexual organs, eliminatory system, bladder, bowel and sweat glands.
Careers:
Code breaker, chemist, coroner, detective, embalmer, funeral parlor worker, grave digger, gynecologist, hospice worker, insurance salesman, midwife, mortgage broker, neonatal nurse, obstetrician, pathologist, police officer, researcher, surgeon, spy, toxicologist, undertaker and urologist.


Sagittarius I
The archer 
November 22 – December 22
Positive – Fire – Mutable


[image: Macintosh HD:Users:alison:Desktop:My Astro Artwork:SCAN0001-page-001-2 12.jpg]A Sagittarian key phrase is “I seek.” Their ruling planet is Jupiter the largest planet in the solar system. Sagittarians are in the fire element suggesting they are inspirational and can make a spark. They are of the mutable mode and this makes you changeable and adaptable they are of the positive polarity providing them an outgoing personality.
Archers are outgoing, cosmopolitan and love anything international. They are open and have a breadth of vision. They are seekers and are keen to explore the world. They are optimistic and like to live life large. They are forgiving. 
They can be tactless and plunge in like a large puppy being excited but at the same time it can be disturbing for others. They are the sign of the upwardly mobile and you can being ethical principles to your life. They have an extensive reach which you may use to gather life’s abundance,. They see the horizon as an opportunity to explore. They have a strong faith and a positive spirit. They can be philosophical and will search far and wide for your truth.
Sagittarius positive traits: 
Outgoing, cosmopolitan, open, breadth, a seeker, an explorer, optimistic, large, forgiving, upwardly mobile, ethical, has reach, abundance, horizons, strong faith, positive spirit, philosophy and searches.
Sagittarius challenging traits: 
Tactless and clumsy.
Body parts:
Thighs, femur and liver.
Careers:
Airline pilot, air hostess, broadcaster, clergyman, cleric, educator. hot air balloonist, professor, philosopher, promoter, publicist, publisher, teacher, translator, traveller and travel agent.


Capricorn J
The Water Goat
December 22 – January 22
Negative – Earth – Cardinal 

[image: Macintosh HD:Users:alison:Desktop:My Astro Artwork:SCAN0001-page-001-2 5.jpg]Ruling planet: Saturn

A sea goat has a goat upper body and a fish tail much like a mermaid.
Your key phrase is “I achieve…” and many strong Capricornians will use it to start their sentences.
The ruling planet is the ringed planet Saturn. 
The Sea Goat is in the earth element suggesting they are practical and steady, the cardinal mode indicating they are a leader and of the feminine polarity which means they are receptive and happy to absorb others ideas and thoughts.
Capricorn positive traits: 
Hard, well-formed, persistent, ambitious, traditional, an authority, structure, responsible, reliable, achieves, backbone, rank, status, dry, boundaries, concrete results, shapes, mature and serious.
Capricorn challenging traits: 
Conservative and reticent. 
Body parts:
Skin, knees, bones and teeth.
Careers:
Bricklayer, CEO, chairman, civil engineer, dermatologist, director, dry wall contractor, fencing contractor, middle management , top management and well digger


Aquarius K
The Water Bearer 
January 22 – February 22 
Positive – Air – Fixed 


[image: Macintosh HD:Users:alison:Desktop:My Astro Artwork:SCAN0001-page-001-2 9.jpg]Key phrase “I aspire.” Ruling planets: Saturn as classical ruler and Uranus the modern ruler.

The Water Bearer is the symbol for Aquarius and the Sun is in this sign from January 21st to February 21st. 
The key phrase is “I understand” and many Aquarians say this. Their ruling planets are Saturn, the traditional ruler, and Uranus the modern ruler.
Aquarians are of the air element meaning they are a thinkers, and of the fixed mode indicating they are inflexible and like things to remain the same and the positive polarity suggesting they are outgoing and generally upbeat.
Aquarians are concerned with equality and the brotherhood of man. They are generally humanitarian and humane. They are detached and can be objective. At times they are aloof and only seem friendly. They are independent, willful and happy to be unconventional. They are socially aware, progressive and support activism as a catalyst for change.
Aquarius positive traits: 
Equality, brotherhood of man, humanitarian, humane, objective, aloof, seems friendly, independent, unconventional, socially aware, progressive and engages in activism.
Aquarius challenging traits: 
Detached, willful and agitates.
Body parts:
Ankles and synapses in the brain.
Careers:
Activist, astrologer, civil rights activist, computer programmer, electrician, Greenpeace person, human rights activist, internet service provider , microwave techie, new age practitioner, radio presenter, telephone guy, thought leader, trend setter, TV presenter, unitarian and wind farm manager.


Pisces L
The Fish 
February 22 – March 22
Negative – Water – Mutable

[image: Macintosh HD:Users:alison:Desktop:My Astro Artwork:SCAN0001-page-001-2 13.jpg]Key phrase: “I believe.”
Ruling planets: Jupiter as classical ruler and Neptune the modern ruler.
Pisces is the sign of the Fish. It symbol is two fish tethered together each swimming in the opposite direction. 
If you are born under the sign of the Fish it means you fall under the fluid and flowing element of water, the quality of mutablity which suggests you are flexible and the passive polarity indicating you will take in and absorb things more than most. This can mean you empathize with others.
Pisces will make sacrifices and are understanding. They will blend well with others and can be arty. They may drift a bit in life but they have compassion. They are idealistic and can become disillusioned at times. They may be glamorous. 
They can be vague, kind and will be happy to surrender. They may retreat near the sea, are spiritual and devoted.
Pisces positive traits: 
Sacrifice, understanding, blends, compassion, idealistic, longing, glamour, vague, artistic, kind, surrender, retreat, spiritual, devotion, specter and ghostly.
Pisces challenging traits: 
Rudderless, lost, disillusioned and elusive.
Body parts:
Feet.
Careers:
Artist, anesthesiologist, care worker, crystal ball reader, custodian, glazier, hypnotist, musician, magician, medium, museum worker, nurse, podiatrist, psychic, shoe salesman, therapist and zoo keeper



Aspiring Astrologer Activity: Signs[image: Macintosh HD:Users:alison:Desktop:charts:bEYONCE NATAL.pdf]
Referring to Beyoncé’s chart:
1) List the ten planets in order in the correct sign.
Aries:
Taurus:
Gemini:
Cancer:
Leo:
Virgo:
Libra:
Scorpio:
Sagittarius:
Capricorn:
Aquarius:
Pisces

STARZOLOGY
Astrology with heart



2) Which sign has the most planets?  
3) Which signs have no planets?  

Referring to your own chart
· List the signs that have tenants.
· Which sign has the most planets?
· Write a brief summary of the meaning of each sign in your chart which has planets.

[bookmark: _Toc290515611][bookmark: _Toc358365646]Lesson 3: Planets 1 - Visible Planets


Planets overview
The seven classical planets
For those living north of the equator the warmest time of the year is when Sun leaves Cancer and enters Leo. This is around July 22nd each year. The ancients gave the rulership of the warmest periods to the greatest lights in our skies namely the Moon (as ruler of Cancer) and the Sun (as ruler of Leo

[image: ]

The two signs adjacent to Cancer and Leo are Gemini and Virgo respectively. Both these signs were given to Mercury to rule as it has the shortest orbital period after the Moon. The planet with the next longest orbital period is Venus and it rules the two signs next to Gemini and Virgo namely Taurus and Libra. Mars rules the following two signs of Aries and Scorpio and then it is Jupiter with its rulership of Pisces and Sagittarius. 
Finally Saturn, the last of the visible planets, is left to rule Aquarius and Capricorn.
Thus we have the seven known planets Sun. Moon, Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter and Saturn each being allocated signs. These seven planets are knows as the classical, Hellenistic, traditional or visible planets. 
Q R S T U V W


The Sun
Rules Leo
Identity
The Sun rules the self, your identity, you as an individual, 
Vitality
Your vitality, your life force and your independence. 
Father
It shows your father and who he is in your life, father figures and 
Heroes
The hero’s quest. 
Men
The Sun speaks of all men and maleness, the ego and your male role models. This planet indicates the man in a woman’s chart. 
Self-expression
The Sun shows how you want to be seen, your drive, self-expression, heart and where you are proactive.


The Sun in the signs
The Sun in Aries: You want to be first. 
The Sun in Taurus: You want to be wealthy.
The Sun in Gemini: You want to communicate. 
The Sun in Cancer: You want a good family. 
The Sun in Leo: You want to be appreciated (sign ruler). 
The Sun in Virgo: You want to be correct. 
The Sun in Libra: You want someone with whom to share your life. 
The Sun in Scorpio: You want deep sexual relationships. 
The Sun in Sagittarius: You want knowledge. 
The Sun in Capricorn: You want an honorable life. 
The Sun in Aquarius: You want to be objective.
The Sun in Pisces: You want to escape through music.


The Moon
Rules Cancer
Women
The Moon is the feminine principle in a chart.
Emotions
The Moon rules emotions, feelings, nuances, tears and things that well up. 
Mother
It indicates your mother, mother figures, how you experience your mother and family ties. 
Care
The Moon shows how you take care and what you care about. Food preparation and all cooking activities or storing food, eating and drinking beverages are influenced by the Moon in a chart. 
Reactions
Anything that comes in phases such as reactions, responses, where we are reactive, 
Habits
Instinctive behavior and habits are under the auspices of the Moon. 
Nurture
The nurturing activities of breast feeding, milk, all milk products and nutrition is under the Moon. 


The Moon in the signs
The Moon in Aries: You respond quickly.
The Moon in Taurus: You need security.
The Moon in Gemini: You nurture others by communicating.
The Moon in Cancer: You instinctively know how to comfort (ruler). 
The Moon in Leo: 	You want your mother to be proud of you. 
The Moon in Virgo: You are gentle and affectionate.
The Moon in Libra: You have a need for relationships.
The Moon in Scorpio: You are instinctively secretive.
The Moon in Sagittarius: You enjoy foreign foods.
The Moon in Capricorn: You behave with austerity.
The Moon in Aquarius: You are emotionally detached.
The Moon in Pisces: You are comfortable in meditation. 



Mercury
Rules Gemini and Virgo
Thinking
Thinking, talking, what you think and talk about are Mercury activities. 
Information gathering
Also all forms of reading, writing, typing, handwriting, speech, your communication style, language, messages, penmanship, listening, calligraphy, codes and cyphers. 
Mental arithmetic
Mercury rules arithmetic and numbers. 
Commerce
Mercury rules all commerce, merchants, traders, deals, 
Handiwork
dexterity, handicrafts and handiwork. 
School
Your early learning processes, intelligence and how you digest information is shown by the Mercury placement in your chart.


Mercury in the signs
Mercury in Aries: You speak you mind. 
Mercury in Taurus: You make decisions slowly. 
Mercury in Gemini: You gesticulate when talking (ruler). 
Mercury in Cancer: You use emotional language. 
Mercury in Leo: You can speak to an audience. 
Mercury in Virgo: You trade meticulously (ruler). 
Mercury in Libra: You have a graceful expression. 
Mercury in Scorpio: You listen more that you speak. 
Mercury in Sagittarius: You spin a good yarn, if an exaggerated one. 
Mercury in Capricorn: You have a dry sense of humor. 
Mercury in Aquarius: You speak the truth more than most.
Mercury in Pisces: 	You may have telepathic abilities.


Venus
Rules Taurus and Libra
Love
The planet Venus rules romance, courtship, engagements, betrothals, dowries. love, marriage, weddings and wedding anniversaries.
Partner
Your spouse, husband and wife. Common law wife. Committed partnerships and significant others. 
Women
It is the woman in a man’s chart. Women in general and women’s things. Cosmetics, clothes and perfumes. Attractiveness and femininity. Venus also rules women in general, female products, adornment, jewelry, beauty, style, taste and fashion. 
Money
Venus rules money, cash, credit you can raise. Your assets and what you own,
Art, collections and stuff
Your collections, treasures and that in which you invest. Art you can touch – sculpture, pottery, painting and mosaic are all under Venus’ influence. 
Fertility
It has much to say about fertility, estrogen and all that which is fruitful and sweet. 
Flowers
Venus rules all five petal flowers and fragrance.


Venus in the signs
Venus in Aries: You love the chase. 
Venus in Taurus: You acquire many things (ruler). 
Venus in Gemini: You fritter money.  
Venus in Cancer: You invest in your family. 
Venus in Leo: You love romantic escapades. 
Venus in Virgo: You save for essentials. 
Venus in Libra: You love being in love (ruler). 
Venus in Scorpio: You attract sexy people. 
Venus in Sagittarius: You spend on adventures and vacations. 
Venus in Capricorn: You marry an older or established person. 
Venus in Aquarius: You attract affectionate friends. 
Venus in Pisces: You appreciate romantic gestures


Mars
Rules Aries and Scorpio
Energy
Mars is the planet of energy, action, drive, effort, traction, friction and heat. 
Excitement
It rules the chase, excitement and adrenalin rushes. 
Courage
Strategy, courage, the pioneering spirit, conquering and gladiators are all under the influence of Mars. 
Tools
Implements like knives, scissors, scalpels, weapons, bayonets and tools come under Mars. 
Young men
Young men and the man in a woman’s chart are Martian. 
Sex
Also Mars functions are sex, libido, virility and testosterone. 


Mars in the signs
Mars in Aries: You initiate sex (ruler). 
Mars in Taurus: You stand your ground. 
Mars in Gemini: You compete in conversations.  
Mars in Cancer: You do home improvements. 
Mars in Leo: You make an effort to be generous. 
Mars in Virgo: You combat germs. 
Mars in Libra: You are an ardent lover. 
Mars in Scorpio: You are strong (classical ruler). 
Mars in Sagittarius: You strive towards new horizons. 
Mars in Capricorn: You have endurance for the long haul. 
Mars in Aquarius: You are aroused by inequality. 
Mars in Pisces: You are a sensitive lover.


Jupiter
Growth
Growth, expansion, inflation and your reach are all ruled by Jupiter. 
Knowledge
Teaching and knowledge comes under Jupiter’s influence. 
Vision
Your horizons, your vision and building bridges are Jupiter functions. 
Travel
The largest planet rules all long distance travel (further than you can ride on a horse in one day) and travel overseas, 
International 
Foreign cultures, foreigners and anything international. 
Religion
Jupiter rules the church, clerics, faith, religion, preaching and God. 
Luck
All opportunities, openings, benefits, winning and luck come under the auspices of Jupiter. 
Philosophy
Your philosophies on life are ruled by Jupiter. 


Jupiter in the signs
Jupiter in Aries: You seek adventure. 
Jupiter in Taurus: You are lucky with money. 
Jupiter in Gemini: You make favorable connections. 
Jupiter in Cancer: You have a big family. 
Jupiter in Leo: You dramatize and exaggerate. 
Jupiter in Virgo: You can grow healthy plants 
Jupiter in Libra: You expect to find true love.
Jupiter in Scorpio: You gain via inheritance. 
Jupiter in Sagittarius: You expand your horizons (ruler). 
Jupiter in Capricorn: You explore career options. 
Jupiter in Aquarius: You have faith in the future. 
Jupiter in Pisces: Your religion is a sanctuary (classic ruler).


Saturn
Saturn rules Capricorn and Aquarius
Discipline
Saturn has much to say about discipline, control and suppression.
Limitation
Limitation, boundaries, being held in and building walls. 
Achievement
On the up side Saturn rules things you can master, your ambition, achievement and your grasp. 
Time
Time, timekeeping, hour glasses, time and motion, watches and clocks all are under Saturn’s influence. 
Father
Capricorn’s ruling planet also has an affinity with old men and your father.
Authority
Authority figures, anything that is respectable, task masters and your boss. 
Tradition
It has to do with all traditional things, tried, tested, systems, methods and predictable things (same old, same old). 
Depression
Saturn is often a factor in depression and being dried up.


Saturn in the signs
Saturn in Aries: You have limited energy. 
Saturn in Taurus: 	You control your spending. 
Saturn in Gemini: 	You achieve a variety of honors. 
Saturn in Cancer: You are responsible for your family. 
Saturn in Leo: You take fun seriously. 
Saturn in Virgo: You work hard at your job. 
Saturn in Libra: You marry later in life. 
Saturn in Scorpio: 	You suppress deep passions. 
Saturn in Sagittarius: You limit your travels. 
Saturn in Capricorn: You master traditions (ruler).  
Saturn in Aquarius: You persevere with social reform (classic ruler). 
Saturn in Pisces: You respect other’s beliefs.


Aspiring Astrologer Activity: Visible planets
1) List the planets that have an affinity with:
Mother
Heroes
Vision
Life journey
Old men
Fragrance
Identity 
Activity
Reading 
Father
Mastery
Language
Growth
Energy
Young men
Travel
Women
Instincts
Competition	
Life force
Money
Teachers
Trade	
Heart

2) Can you find any other words related to the visible planets Sun, Moon, Mercury, Venus	, Mars, Jupiter and Saturn?
[bookmark: _Toc290515612][bookmark: _Toc358365647]Lesson 4: Planets 2 – Outer Planets


The outer planets Uranus, Neptune and Pluto
Discovery
The planet Uranus was discovered by William Herschel in 1780. As the first of the modern planets it caused a flurry of excitement as scientists had thought there were only seven planets in the solar system. 
Uranus’ discovery created a huge interest and astronomers set about looking for more planets. 
They soon found Neptune in 1880 and finally Pluto in 1930.
As astrologers got to know the new planets they were able to ascertain the unique characteristics that pertain to each one and there has been a consensus on their modern sign rulerships. 
Outer rulerships
We now have Uranus as the modern ruler of Aquarius, Neptune as the modern ruler of Pisces and Pluto as the modern ruler of Scorpio. 
These three modern planets have always been there it is just that we humans cannot see them with out the aid of a telescope. However, I do understand that some young eyes can actually see Uranus at certain times of the year depending on its relationship to the Sun and the Earth.
X Y Z
Chiron 
(pronounced ky-ron)
A relatively modern discovery in 1977 was of Chiron. NASA states it is a comet but there is some question hanging over this classification. 
From astrology’s point of view we consider Chiron a planet/centaur and its orbit is between those of Saturn and Uranus. 
Chiron therefore bridges the gap between the seven traditional planets and the outer planets. In fact this has something to say about it’s nature. Chiron does not have rulership of any sign.
t

Uranus
Uranus rules Aquarius
Unexpected
Unexpected situations and anything unusual, unique or original is ruled by the planet Uranus. 
Breaks
All breaks, break-ups, break downs, breakouts, sudden, interruptions and divorce fall under Uranus’ influence. 
Change
Uranus rules change, where we can change and how change affects us.
Radical
Radical behavior, revolutionary actions, hooliganism, all fringe things, rebellion, upheaval, riots and unrest all come under the influence of Uranus. 
Trends
This planet also rules anything modern, trends, information trending, fads, up-to-date and of the moment things and movements. 
Technology 
Phones, radio, microwaves, electricity and computers. All techies things and the world wide web.
Astrology
Uranus is the planet that rules astrology and astrologers.


Uranus in the signs

Uranus in Aries: 	You are independent. 
Uranus in Taurus: 	You want freedom from possessions. 
Uranus in Gemini: 	You have unusual ideas. 
Uranus in Cancer: 	You want to live alone. 
Uranus in Leo: 	You create with technology.  
Uranus in Virgo: 	You resist genetically modified crops. 
Uranus in Libra: 	You believe in free love. 
Uranus in Scorpio: 	You experiment with techno-sex. 
Uranus in Sagittarius: You accept global religions. 
Uranus in Capricorn: 	You rebel against the establishment. 
Uranus in Aquarius: 	You break down prejudice (ruler). 
Uranus in Pisces: 	You believe in humanity.




Neptune
Neptune rules Pisces
Illusion
All instances which are illusive, cloudy, smoky, foggy and wooly are ruled by Neptune. 
Escape
Pisces’ ruler governs anything that dissolves, dilutes, disperses, escapes, drifts, all solutions and the invisible. 
Glamour
Neptune rules glamour, exotic, mystical, magic, escape artists, crystal balls, smoke and mirrors. 
Art
Neptune is artistic, art you cannot touch – music, mime, dance and choreography. 
Narcotics
Traditionally Neptune is concerned with alcohol, nicotine, pharmaceuticals, medicine, anesthetics and street drugs. 
Addictions
Neptune rules addictions and addictive behavior.
Unconsciousness
Neptune rules sleep, dreams, nightmares, sleep walking and being unconsiouus.


Neptune in the signs

Neptune in Aries: 	You evade confrontations. 
Neptune in Taurus: 	You like to blend with the Earth. 
Neptune in Gemini: 	You love to write poetry.
Neptune in Cancer: 	You may lose touch with your family. 
Neptune in Leo: 	You are entertained by the movies. 
Neptune in Virgo: 	You are spiritually healthy. 
Neptune in Libra: 	You believe in world peace.
Neptune in Scorpio: 	You can become immersed in occult matters. 
Neptune in Sagittarius: You wish to explore the world. 
Neptune in Capricorn: You dilute traditional methods. 
Neptune in Aquarius: 	You dream with original images.
Neptune in Pisces: 	You are very artistic (ruler).




Pluto
Pluto rules Scorpio
Regeneration
Pluto is the planet of regeneration, transformation, rejuvenation and recycling. 
Power
Pluto rules power and influence you have over others. It also rules powerful feelings like resentment, revenge and jealousy. 
Birth, death and rebirth
The states of birth, death, re-birth, re-incarnation and being born again are all governed by Pluto. All buried things, subterranean places, illicit events and hidden things that can be uncovered are under the influence of Pluto.
Sex
Scorpio’s ruler has much to say about sex, potency, your sexual practices and the inevitable of life. 
Tax and debt
Pluto rules taxes, tax returns, assessments, repayments and audits. Pluto governs debt, karmic debt and anything owed to others. 
Purging
Getting rid if things, discarding, expelling the unwanted like drains come under Pluto’s sphere of influence.


Pluto in the signs

Pluto in Aries: 		You have a powerful physique. 
Pluto in Taurus: 	You can transform your finances. 
Pluto in Gemini: 	You keep secrets. 
Pluto in Cancer: 	You expose ancestral roots. 
Pluto in Leo: 		You penetrate entertainment (reality TV). 
Pluto in Virgo: 	You investigate the health services. 
Pluto in Libra: 	You transform your spouse. 
Pluto in Scorpio: 	You suppress personal debt (ruler). 
Pluto in Sagittarius: 	You travel for sexual experiences. 
Pluto in Capricorn: 	You may bury your ambitions. 
Pluto in Aquarius: 	You bring pressure to human rights. 
Pluto in Pisces: 	You have a powerful faith.



Chiron
Chiron does not rule any sign.

Wounds
Where we have wounds (both physical and emotional) are shown by Chiron.
Healing
Chiron rules healing and the healing process. It is also about where things scab over but are then picked at again. Weeping wounds. It shows where you can heal others as well.
Gifts
Chiron is the gift in your chart but you have to be healed to see it.
Teacher
Chiron is a teacher and where you can learn. It shows where a teacher will appear when you are ready. It is the symbol of a guru whom you can learn from. Chiron can be your muse.
Weakness
Any weakness is shown by Chiron, it is where we perceive our own weakness and shortcomings.
Achilles’s heel
Chiron depicts your own Achilles’s heel and where you are weak and can be brought down by your actions or the actions of others.


Chiron in the signs

Chiron in Aries: 	You are defensive. 
Chiron in Taurus: 	You can appreciate your inherent gift. 
Chiron in Gemini: 	You benefit from therapy. 
Chiron in Cancer: 	You can heal your relationship with your mother. 
Chiron in Leo: 	You can help your children. 
Chiron in Virgo: 	You can be nervous. 
Chiron in Libra: 	You want to heal your partner. 
Chiron in Scorpio: 	You have deep anxiety. 
Chiron in Sagittarius: 	You will explore your weaknesses. 
Chiron in Capricorn: 	You have a gift of discipline. 
Chiron in Aquarius: 	You can help humanity. 
Chiron in Pisces: 	You have the ability to help others.



Asteroids Overview
[bookmark: _Toc261794373]Asteroids
The asteroids orbit the Sun and they are solar system bodies. They are smaller than the planets and their paths lie between Mars and Jupiter. They are found in what is called “The Asteroid belt” which is a space between the personal planets (Sun to Mars) and the social planets (Jupiter and Saturn).
Bode’s Law states that there will be a planet found in the space between Mars and Jupiter. The earlier astronomers looked for it and that is how Ceres the biggest and was the first asteroid to be discovered. 
The Big Four asteroids
The four largest asteroids are Ceres, Juno, Vesta and Pallas Athene. The big four were discovered first because they are so large and they could be seen with the early telescopes. These are the main asteroids and they are the ones you will learn about in this introduction.
[bookmark: _Toc261794375]In 2006 Ceres, was reclassified as a dwarf planet (just like Pluto) due to its mass. This special status conferred onto Ceres has brought Ceres into many astrologer’s main practices and you will often see it in charts. 
[image: ]The Asteroid Belt
The asteroid belt lies between Mars and Jupiter and contains millions of varying sized objects some as large as the planet Pluto and some the size of a potato. 
There are three areas for asteroids. The main belt (where all the astrology asteroids lie) and the Greeks and the Trojans which are groups that lie equally before and after on  Jupiter’s orbit path.
[bookmark: _Toc261794377]Asteroids and the Feminine
All the asteroids are named after Goddesses. They are mostly female. Female goddess asteroids balance out the male dominated planets such as Sun, Mars, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune, Pluto and Chiron in a chart.
Female family
[bookmark: _Toc261794378]The four main asteroids are all part of the females in a family; Ceres (mother), Vesta (sister), Juno (wife) and Pallas Athene (daughter).
Asteroid Names
There are hundreds of asteroids and many of them have names which can be used in chart interpretation. 
You may discover that there is an asteroid with your name and if so it may have a special meaning for you in your chart.
The name an asteroid has reflects its meaning. Many asteroids were names after Greek and Roman myths and the asteroid with the corresponding name has the meaning of the myth. 
Orbits
The asteroids mostly take around four to five years to orbit the Sun because they lay between Mars (2 years) and Jupiter’s (12 year) orbit, although some are longer.



The Big Four Asteroids
Ceres
Ceres was the first asteroid to be discovered by Giuseppe Piazzi on January 1, 1801 in Palermo, Sicily. 
[bookmark: _Toc261794384]Ceres Keywords:
· Mother and Earth mother.
· Physical nurturing, food, cooking, nutrition and eating disorders.
· The parent/child relationship, parental kidnapping and custody battles.
· Food production in general.
· The nurturing principle and where and how you feel nurtured.
· Love and comfort. 
· Infertility and barrenness. 
· Fear of abundance.
· Cereals and the harvest.
Body parts: 
[bookmark: _Toc261794389]Uterus and upper intestine.
Pallas Athene
Discovered in 1802.
[bookmark: _Toc261794392]Pallas Athene Keywords:
· The father/daughter relationship and your relationship with your father.
· Mental nurturing. 
· Weaves patterns and links ideas.
· A survivor. 
· The arts.
· Creative intelligence. 
· Intelligence, cerebral. 
· Creative intuition and defense.
Body parts: 
[bookmark: _Toc261794397]Kidneys and the immune system.
 Juno 
Juno is the third asteroid discovered in 1804.
[bookmark: _Toc261794400]Juno Keywords:
· Wife, marriage, commitment and your soul mate.
· Diplomacy.
· Love.
· Beauty, fashion and flowers.
· Relationship renewal and committed partnerships.
· Betrayal, denial and inequality.
· Wife issues and powerlessness.
Body parts: 
Female genitals 
[bookmark: _Toc261794405]Vesta
Vesta was the fourth asteroid to be discovered in 1807. Vesta is the second largest asteroid after Ceres.
[bookmark: _Toc261794409]Vesta Keywords:
· Sister, virgin, goddess, chastity, pure and perfect. 
· Keeper of the hearth.
· Locks and keys.
· Investments and insurance.
· Self-renewal
· Dedication, devotion and self-sacrifice.
· Promiscuity, segregation, apartheid and denial.
· Fear of intimacy.
Body parts: 
Hymen
Trans Neptunian Objects
The twenty-first century planets
As technology improves we can see deeper into space and farther out from the Sun enabling the uncovering of objects previously unknown. 
In recent years we had the discovery of:
· Eris
· Huamea
· Makemake
· Sedna 
· Selena
All these are planets in the solar system but exceedingly far out. 
These bodies are also classified as Trans Neptunian Objects or TNO’s.
Other solar system bodies have been discovered and as a student of astrology in years to come you will hear more about these interesting finds. Astrologers are conducting research as we speak and will work up the correlations by careful evaluation of each new planet’s meaning.



	Visible Planets
	Asteroids
	Centaurs
	Outer Planets
	Trans Neptunian Objects

	
Sun

Moon

Mercury

Venus

Mars

Jupiter

Saturn

	
Ceres

Pallas Athene

Vesta

Juno

Etc.

	
Chiron

Nessus
	
Uranus

Neptune

Pluto
	
Eris

Selena

Sedna

Makemake

Etc.





Eris
The female warrior

The meaning of Eris as a planet in astrology is covered lightly here for information only.

Eris was discovered in 2005.


Eris has principles of:
Xena the female warrior
Sister of Mars
Will compete if you are worth the effort
Will pull for the team


Planetary affinities
All planets have an affinity with many things in life. Listed here is a selection of main correlations.
Planetary colors and patterns:
Sun: 		Yellow and gold 
Moon: 		White and silver 
Mercury: 	Green and paisley 
Venus: 	Pink and lace 
Mars: 		Red (fresh blood red) 
Jupiter: 	Royal blue 
Saturn: 	Black, grey and stripes 
Uranus: 	Electric blue 
Neptune: 	Cyan and aquamarine 
Pluto: 		Maroon (dried blood red)
Planetary plant and tree affinities:
Sun: 		Sunflower and all yellow flowers 
Moon: 		Moonflower and all white flowers 
Mercury:	Caraway, fennel and lavender 
Venus: 	Rose, scented plants and all flowers with five petals 
Mars: 		Chives, garlic and peppers
Jupiter: 	Horseradish, maple, oak, runners and leggy plants 
Saturn: 	Holly and ivy 
Uranus: 	All hybrids 
Neptune: 	Canola, hops, nicotine, cannabis and seaweed 
Pluto: 	Digitalis, poison ivy and all plants called graveolens


Planetary days of the week:
Sun: 		Sunday 
Moon: 		Monday 
Mercury: 	Wednesday 
Venus: 	Friday 
Mars: 		Tuesday
Jupiter: 	Thursday 
Saturn: 	Saturday
Planetary metals and minerals:
Sun: 		Gold 
Moon: 		Silver, Pearls and Mother-of-pearl 
Mercury: 	Mercury (quicksilver) 
Venus: 	Copper
Mars: 		Iron 
Jupiter: 	Tin 
Saturn: 	Lead 
Uranus: 	Uranium and all radioactive minerals 
Neptune: 	Neptunium, coral, shells, oil and gas 
Pluto: 		Plutonium and fossils
Planetary body correlations:
Sun: 		Heart, back, spine and vitality 
Moon: 	Breasts, breast milk, body fluids and stomach 
Mercury: 	Hands, arms, eyes, ears, lungs, nerves, brain, breathing and the digestive system 
Venus: 	Throat, neck, tongue, taste buds, vocal chords, kidneys and estrogen 
Mars: 	Blood, head, adrenalin and testosterone 
Jupiter: 	Thighs and liver 
Saturn: 	Bones, knees, skin and teeth 
Uranus: 	Ankles, circulation and synapses 
Neptune: 	Feet 
Pluto: 		Excretory and reproductive systems
Planetary website affinities:
Sun: 		Games 
Moon: 		Yelp 
Mercury: 	eBay, Kijiji, Craig’s List, Twitter and Mailchimp 
Venus: 	eHarmony, Meetup and Pinterest 
Mars: 		Angry Birds and Call of duty 
Jupiter: 	Latitude, Google maps and Klout 
Saturn: 	LinkedIn 
Uranus: 	Facebook, Instagram and Google+ 
Neptune: 	ITunes and YouTube
Pluto: 		Specter 500
Aspiring Astrologer Activity: Outer planets
1	List the planets that have an affinity with:

Illusion		__________			Healing	__________
Strife		__________			Death		__________
Passion		__________			Revenge	__________
Deception 	__________			Mirrors	__________
Music 		__________			Art		__________
Purging	__________			Re-birth	__________
Choreography __________			Power		__________
Change	__________			Taxes		__________
Sex		__________			Instincts	__________
Unrest		__________			Dance		__________
Wounds	__________			Hypnosis	__________
Medicine	__________			Rebellion	__________


2 	Can you find any other words related to the outer planets?

Uranus 	__________			
Neptune	__________	
Pluto		__________		
Chiron		__________			
Eris	    	__________ 	
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Chart division overview
Horoscopes developed with the early Greeks and Babylonians. These early astrologers made a conformation for all charts to be represented in a certain way. It is as though you are standing facing south with the east to your left and the west to your right. At this point the north is below your feet.
The compass points, when placed on a birth chart, fall in unexpected places. Note the East is on the left, the West in on the right, the North is at the bottom and the South is at the top.
Is this news to you? Well that is where the word NEWS comes from North, East, West and South. But on a birth chart the compass point are in different places.
[image: ]The Angles
The four angles are the ascendant (ASC), the descendant (DEC), the midheaven or Medium Coeli (MC) and the Immum Coeli (IC).
(Axis plural axes) There are two main axes in a chart, the ASC/DEC


Ascendant / Descendent axis  - (Self / Other)
Ascendant meaning:
The impression you make on others. How others see you. It shows the self and your personality. The façade or mask you wear. It indicates the vehicle you use to get through life. The ascendant fronts for you. Other initially see your ascendant before they get to know you and then they see your Sun.
Descendant meaning:
The descendant gives ideas on how you treat other people and strangers. It shows your relationship with the general public. This point also indicates that which you are looking for in a partner. The descendant shows your spouse in sharp focus.
Medium Coeli (MC) / Immum coeli (IC)  - (Public / Private)
MC meaning:
The MC is at the top of the chart and is indicates how the world sees you. Your highest achievements possible are suggested by the mid-heaven. Life outside the home and your public persona are shown here. The MC has a lot to say about your career and how you carve a life out for yourself. It is about all the things you do in the public domain. It shows your public face as opposed to your private face.
IC meaning:
The IC shows the foundations of your life and where you are coming from. It is your private life. It suggests your family dynamics and the inside of your home. It can indicate the situation in your twilight years.


Hemispheres
There are four hemispheres: north, south, east and west.
Hemisphere emphasis:
Bearing in mind that you only count the seven visible planets, which are the Sun, the Moon, Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter and Saturn. A hemisphere is emphasized when it contains more than five planets.
Northern hemisphere
Spans from the first house to the sixth house. 
Personal matters (the private hemisphere).
If the northern hemisphere is emphasized your identity and personal resources bring success. You are probably a private person and like to keep it that way. Your family is behind you in all you do. You may sometimes be distracted by worldly commitments or demands made on you by your career or society. Strong northern hemisphere people are often introverted.Northern

Southern

Southern hemisphere
From the seventh house to the twelfth house
The outside world (the public hemisphere).
You are an extrovert if the southern hemisphere is emphasized in your chart. Your outside life is the highlight of your life. It is likely that you relish public acclaim. You probably strive for career and status. You may be distracted and even annoyed by the demands of your family and their needs.


Eastern hemisphere
The eastern hemisphere encompasses from the tenth house to the third house.
The self (the self hemisphere)
You are subjective and everything is really about you. You are a self-motivated and self- oriented and much can be achieved in life. You value independence and may forsake marriage. You really enjoy your own company and have many personal projects on the go. You demand personal freedom to come and go at will which does not sit well with the demands of a marriage or partnership unless your partner is flexible as well.
Western hemisphereEastern      Western

The western hemisphere includes all houses from the fourth to the ninth. Interaction with other people (the other hemisphere) You interaction with others is the main focus of your life. You value personal relationships and marriage. You prefer to negotiate with others to find a win win situation where possible. You learn about yourself through your interactions. There is the danger that you can become buried in a dead-end relationship.
The hemisphere ruler
The hemisphere ruler is the planet that rules the sign on the cusp of the angle of the hemisphere. 
The northern hemisphere ruler is the planet that rules the sign on the ascendant. 
The southern hemisphere ruler is the planet that rules the sign on the descendant. 
The eastern hemisphere ruler is the planet that rules the sign on the MC. 
The western hemisphere ruler is the planet that rules the sign on the IC. 
If the hemisphere ruler is found in its own hemisphere the planet gains status.

Quadrants
There are four quadrants the first, second, third and fourth. Quadrants are formed by the ascendant/descendant axis and the MC/IC axes which cut the chart into four.Q1
Q2
Q3
Q4

The quadrants are not usually equal in length (measured in longitude) however the two opposite each other are the same size, that is the first and third and the second and fourth.
The first quadrant has the 1st, 2nd and 3rd houses which are found between the ascendant and the IC. The second quadrant contains the 4th, 5th and 6th houses which lie within the IC and the descendant. The third quadrant is made up of the 7th, 8th and 9th houses between the descendant and the MC. The fourth quadrant covers the 10th, 11th and 12th houses contained betwixt the MC and the ascendant.
A quadrant is emphasized when it has two more planets than another quadrant.
First quadrant – Self-development (private – self) – Life
If the first quadrant is emphasized i.e. five or more planets:
This is known as the fire quadrant as Aries is on this cusp in the natural wheel. When the first quadrant is emphasized you are an independent individual. There is a focus on your self and needs. You want to make an impression on the world
Second quadrant – Self-expression (private – other) – Endings
If the second quadrant is emphasized i.e. five or more planets:
The water quadrant is the second quadrant because in the natural chart Cancer, a water sign, is on the cusp. When this quadrant is emphasized your identity is based on your family background. You are considered both skilled and capable. You may be sensitive in relationships.
Third quadrant – Self-expansion (public – other) – Relationships
If the third quadrant is emphasized i.e. five or more planets:
The air quadrant is the third quadrant because Libra and air sign is naturally in this position. When the third quadrant is emphasized you forsake your individuality to merge with a partner. Your philosophies expand through your experience of purposeful partnerships. You are quite happy to play your part in society

Fourth quadrant – Self-transcendence (public – self) – Substance
If the fourth quadrant is emphasized i.e. five or more planets:
The earth quadrant is the fourth quadrant as Capricorn is on this cusp in the natural wheel. When the fourth quadrant is emphasized through your personal efforts and friends you may aid mankind. You focus on your career for personal accolades. Having solitary meditation is crucial for your well-being
The Quadrant Ruler
The quadrant ruler is the planet ruling the cusp of the angle. 
If the quadrant ruler is in its own quadrant it gains status. 
The quadrant ruler needs to be noted if a quadrant is emphasized.



Triple Division Houses
The twelve houses can be divided into three groups. 1st 
2nd [image: ][image: ] 
3rd  

This is known as triple division of the houses.
There are three divisions:
· The first division 
· The second division
· The third division

The first triple division starts below the ascendant. There are four houses in each triple division. Each triple division has one of each of the four natural houses (by sign) of the elements of fire, earth, air and water
Using the usual planetary count of only the visible planets (Sun, Moon, Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter and Saturn and thus seven planets in al)l count the planets in each triple division to find the strength or weakness.
Triple Division Strength
Triple divisions can be strong with five or more planets, or weak with no planets.

First triple division - Me
The first division includes the first, second, third and fourth houses.
It is the Me division.
Second triple division - You
The second division includes the fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth houses. 
It is the We division. 
Third triple division - We
The third division includes the ninth, tenth eleventh and twelfth houses. 
It is the You division.


Ethics and Privacy


“It is not possible that particular forms of events should be declared by any person... it is necessary for [astrologers] to adopt inference. Only God can predict particulars.” ~ Ptolemy
Introduction
We as astrologers would certainly be wise to adopt inference about our readings especially in regard to our clients. Here we will discuss some ethical predicaments in which an astrologer, or student, can easily find themselves.
Privacy
The privacy laws are always in effect and you need to be aware that they affect your work as an astrologer. You cannot discuss the chart details of one person with another – even another astrologer.
Permission
If you want to use an individual’s chart details and personal storyline you may not do so without first obtaining their written permission and clearly stating whether the data will be used for research, teaching or for publication. The public do not know the breadth and depth that an astrological interpretation can entail and how chart analysis will reveal features and motivations in someone’s life. As an astrologer you need to tread carefully here.
Children
A new mother comes to you and wants her baby’s chart read. What do you do? Obviously parents make decisions for their offspring all the time. Perhaps one way of dealing with interpreting children’s charts is to be found in the transits. Prior to the first Jupiter return (age 12) the parents may request a child’s chart to be read and after the Jupiter return the child should agree to you doing the reading.
“Is he the one?”
A woman arrives at your office clutching the birth details of Mr. “Fifth Boyfriend this Year” and demands, “Is he the One?” What do you do? This really is an ethical situation where you are being asked to interpret charts for those who are not there and are unaware that it is happening. There may be justification in some instances but you will have to decide where to draw the line.
The deceased
We often select famous people who are dead for chart interpretation practice such as Alexander Graham Bell, Albert Einstein or Michael Jackson. If a private person has died and you wish to work with their chart details this usually is acceptable unless the death has occurred recently and the family is still working through their grief. You have to decide what type of astrologer you are and again you have to make the call.
Hit-and-run
You have just left an energetic astrology meeting and are standing at the door casually chatting about the weather and someone thrusts their chart into your face and says breathlessly “I have no planets in the seventh house, I was told it means I won’t get married, what do you think?” Well, what do you think? For a start you can’t stand there discussing her chart in front of other people. What gets me about this scene is that during some point in her past someone told her the grim news and she has been carrying the baggage with her up until now. There is no point to respond with another hit-and-run consultation as you stand at the door. The way to handle this situation is to explain that many factors influence marriage and invite her to make an appointment to meet with you at a more appropriate time where you can gently go over how it all works and put her straight on this matter.
You are the authority
Remember, as an astrologer (and as an astrology student) you are deemed the authority in all matters of an astrological nature. From the point of view of your clients and the general public you are the wizard and as such you need to be careful to do no harm.
Your chart
Look at your chart to see what your Saturn (respect and boundaries), Uranus (astrology) and Pluto (secrets) reveal about you and your approach to ethics and privacy. Give some thought to the issues discussed above and it could help you decide where you stand.
Conclusion
Every astrologer has their own opinion on these introductory matters. It would do you well to think about what your views are before attempting a chart interpretation.


Aspiring Astrologer Activity – Chart Division
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:alison:Desktop:charts:bEYONCE NATAL.pdf]Referring to the chart below and only considering the visible planets (Sun to Saturn) please answer the following:
Angles
Which sign is on the ascendant? 
Which sign is on the descendant? 
Which sign is on the MC? 
Which sign is on the IC?
Hemispheres
How many planets are in the southern hemisphere? 
How many planets are in the northern hemisphere? 
How many planets are in the eastern hemisphere? 
How many planets are in the western hemisphere? 
Is there a hemisphere emphasis in the chart?
Is there an empty hemisphere in the chart? 
Which planet is the northern hemisphere ruler? 
Which planet is the southern hemisphere ruler? 
Which planet is the eastern hemisphere ruler? 
Which planet is the western hemisphere ruler? 
Are any hemisphere rulers in their own hemispheres? Which ones?
Quadrants
How many planets are in the first quadrant? 
How many planets are in the second quadrant? 
How many planets are in the third quadrant? 
How many planets are in the fourth quadrant? 
Is there a quadrant emphasis in the chart? 
Is there an empty quadrant in the chart? 
Which planet is the first quadrant ruler? 
Which planet is the second quadrant ruler? 
Which planet is the third quadrant ruler? 
Which planet is the fourth quadrant ruler? 
Are any quadrant rulers in their own quadrants? Which ones?
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The 12 Houses
Houses introduction
Houses pertain to different areas of life like the backdrop or stage of a play. There are twelve houses in every chart. The houses are numbered from one to twelve anti-clockwise starting from below the ascendant. Houses can be any width, some are as small as twenty degrees wide and some are as large as forty-five degrees wide. It all depends on the house system being used and the place of birth for which the chart is set.
House systems
All the charts in this book use the Placidus house system. It is recommended that you stay with one house system (these days most astrologers use the Placidus house system mainly because there have been Placidean Tables of houses available for years, which may not be the ideal, but it is the reality) for the first year of your astrology study or until you can make a educated decision by exploring other house systems to decide which one you may feel resonates better with your own chart. Other house systems in common use are Equal house, Koch, Morinus, Porphry and Regiomantanus.
House cusps
House cusps are measured in degrees and minutes and are the dividing line between two houses. The house flows anti-clockwise and ends at the next house cusp. A house has a cusp at both sides but the anti-clockwise cusp is the one that pertains to the house. A planet is in one house or another it is never in both although it can be very close to a cusp (within one degree).
House cusps are derived from the birth time. It follows that a correct birth time is required for exact house cusps. If you do not have a firm birth time then the houses cannot be used. 
House rulers
Every house has a ruler. The ruler of a house is the planet which rules of the sign found on the house cusp.
For example: The ascendant sign’s planetary ruler is the ruler of the first house. This is a special case as the ruler of the ascendant is also the chart ruler.
The Sun and the Moon usually rule one house as the rulers of Leo and Cancer. Mercury and Venus usually rule two houses each Gemini and Virgo and Taurus and Libra. Mars, Jupiter and Saturn usually each rule one house and co-rule another house. Mars rules Aries and co- rules Scorpio, Jupiter rules Sagittarius and co-rules Pisces and Saturn rules Capricorn and co- rules Aquarius. Uranus, Neptune and Pluto usually co-rule one house each. Uranus rules
Aquarius, Neptune rules Pisces and Pluto rules Scorpio. Chiron does not rule a house because it does not rule any sign.
If a house is thin (less than thirty degrees wide) then one planet may rule two consecutive houses as the same sign will be on both adjacent house cusps. A house ruler (by its sign, house and aspects) imparts its energies onto the affairs of the house.
Intercepted Signs
If a house is very wide (more than thirty degrees) there is the possibility that one sign is on the house cusp, the next sign is within the house and the third sign is on the following house cusp. The middle sign does not have a house cusp. This is known as an intercepted sign. If the intercepted sign is Cancer or Leo it means that one of the luminaries does not have a house to rule. Intercepted signs are in pairs and are found opposite each other. The planetary ruler of the intercepted sign is a moot point for that house’s interpretation. It is as though it has no voice in the chart. That planet does not have as much weight.
Three Types of houses
There are three types of house; angular, succeedent and cadent.
Angular houses
The angular houses are the 1st, 4th, 7th and 10th houses. They are found anti-clockwise from each angle.  (Ascendant 1st, IC 4th, descendant 7th and MC 10th).  Planets in angular houses are dynamic, front and center and are present.
Succeedent houses
The succeedent houses are the 2nd, 5th, 8th, and 11th houses. They fall behind the angular houses. They are also known as support houses as they support the angular house next to them, usually financially. Planets in succeedent houses are paused, on hold and are pending.
Cadent houses:
The cadent houses are the 3rd, 6th, 9th and 12th houses. They fall behind the succeedent houses. Planets in cadent houses are passive, retiring and are mute.
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The First House
Angular – Northern hemisphere – Eastern hemisphere – First quadrant – First triple division
Physical body
The first house pertains to your physical body, your image, your looks, complexion, height and gait. It is the vehicle through which you go through life.
Your birth
It shows your own birth. How it was and the circumstances of it.
First impressions
It indicates how others see you and the first impression you make. 
Aura
It suggests how your aura is perceived by those who can see it. Your auric color is usually associated with the sign on the ascendant or any prominent planets there. 
Personality
The first house gives clues to your personal space requirements and general personality. 
Life force
It represents your vitality and life force this shows how well you can bounce back from physical setbacks..
Planets in the first house
Sun in the 1st: You are proactive. 
Moon in the 1st: You need to be needed. 
Mercury in the 1st: You think about yourself. 
Venus in the 1st: You are considered a beauty. 
Mars in the 1st: You want to be first. 
Jupiter in the 1st: You may become overweight. 
Saturn in the 1st: You may look older than you are. 
Uranus in the 1st: You are a unique person. 
Neptune in the 1st: You can be vague. 
Pluto in the 1st: You are a powerful person. 
Chiron in the 1st: You are aware of your physical weaknesses.

The Second House 
Succeedent – Northern hemisphere – Eastern hemisphere – First quadrant – First triple division
Possessions
Moveable possessions and your collections are shown by the condition of the second house. 
Money
It indicates your attitude towards money, finances, your earning potential and credit you can raise. 
Donations
The second house suggests who you may give money to and any financial donations you make. 
Self-worth
It indicates your personal self worth and self-esteem. 
Values
It has much to say about your personal values and self-valuation. It shows what you value more than money.
Planets in the second house
Sun in the 2nd: You are confident of your earnings. 
Moon in the 2nd: You take care of the money. 
Mercury in the 2nd: You discuss your finances. 
Venus in the 2nd: You have the Midas touch. 
Mars in the 2nd: You spend as quickly as you earn. 
Jupiter in the 2nd: Your income is good. 
Saturn in the 2nd: You are careful with finances. 
Uranus in the 2nd: You find original money making schemes. 
Neptune in the 2nd: You lose track of your possessions. 
Pluto in the 2nd: You can amass great wealth. 
Chiron in the 2nd: Earning a living may be painful.
Third house 
Cadent – Northern hemisphere – Eastern hemisphere – First quadrant – First triple division
Siblings
The third house shows your brother and sisters, cousins and those of the same generation as yourself. 
Neighborhood
It is concerned with your local environment, your neighborhood, neighbors and community. 
School
This house shows your experience of your early school years, how you learnt, schools and teachers. 
Commuting
Commuting and running errands is shown by the third house. 
Short journeys
What you do in your local area such as cycling, jogging, walking, using taxis, taking streetcars and bus rides. 
Communication style
It suggests how you are on the phone, texting, tweeting and interfacing with other on a daily basis.
Planets in the third house
Sun in the 3rd: You have good relations with your brothers and sisters.
Moon in the 3rd: You were nurtured at school. 
Mercury in the 3rd: You worry what the neighbors think. 
Venus in the 3rd: You like your sister. 
Mars in the 3rd: You use strong language. 
Jupiter in the 3rd: You have faith in your community. 
Saturn in the 3rd: You are responsible for your siblings. 
Uranus in the 3rd: You live in a modern neighborhood. 
Neptune in the 3rd: You swim in the local pool. 
Pluto in the 3rd: You understand you siblings. 
Chiron in the 3rd:You can teach in your neighbourhood.
Fourth house 
Angular – Northern hemisphere – Western hemisphere - Second quadrant – First triple division
Home
The fourth house is about your home and where you live. Your house, real estate, fixed property and caravanning are indicated here. 
Family
It shows your family and may include those who live in your home who are not blood relatives. 
Roots
The fourth house indicates your ancestors, your roots, your heritage and culture. 
Patriotism
It also has much to say about your patriotism, the homeland and your view on the flag. 
Passive parent
Traditionally this house expresses your passive parent (usually the father). 
Foundations
It shows the foundations of your life and from whence you came. 
Endings 
It is a house about endings and indicates the situation at the end of your life and in your final years.
Planets in the fourth house
Sun in the 4th: You put family first. 
Moon in the 4th: Your home is your comfort zone. 
Mercury in the 4th: You document your family history.
Venus in the 4th: Your home is tasteful decorated. 
Mars in the 4th: You are patriotic and may join the army. 
Jupiter in the 4th: You like a large house. 
Saturn in the 4th: Your home is austere. 
Uranus in the 4th: You may emigrate. 
Neptune in the 4th: You live near water. 
Pluto in the 4th: Your home is your private place.  
Chiron in the 4th: Your family is your gift in life.
Fifth house 
Succeedent – Northern hemisphere – Western hemisphere - Second quadrant – Second triple division
Creativity
Creativity, things you create and hobbies like pottery are shown in the fifth house. 
Procreation
This is the house of pro-creativity, fertility, conception, pregnancy, childbirth and contraception.
Children
Your own children and your experience of children in general.
Recreation
It is also the house of recreation, leisure, sport, games, amusement parks and roller coaster rides. 
Risk
Risks, gambling, the lottery and the stock exchange are shown here. 
Big game
Big game animals (elephant, lion, bear etc.) are indicated in the fifth house. 
Love and romance
This is the house that shows where love begins with love affairs, flings, crushes, Valentines and puppy love.
Planets in the fifth house
Sun in the 5th: You enjoy entertaining. 
Moon in the 5th: You enjoy fun times over a good meal. 
Mercury in the 5th: You like quizzes and crosswords. 
Venus in the 5th: Your children are a source of pleasure. 
Mars in the 5th: You are good at metal work. 
Jupiter in the 5th: You have many children. 
Saturn in the 5th: You prefer structures activities. 
Uranus in the 5th: You enjoy video games. 
Neptune in the 5th: Your children are artistic. 
Pluto in the 5th: Your children will be a life changing experience. 
Chiron in the 5th:Your leisure time is essential to wellbeing
Sixth House 
Cadent – Northern hemisphere – Western hemisphere – Second quadrant – Second triple division
Health
Health and occupational health are shown in the sixth house. Minor illnesses that you can recover from are indicated here. 
Routines
The sixth house is about your daily routine and rituals. 
Work
Your work, job, you as an employee and your work ethic are all shown here. 
Servants and employees
Servants and those who serve you (waiters and bell hops) and your relationship with them is suggested by this house. Employees of yours like the vet and the pool guy are indicated in the sixth house. 
Hobbies
All hobbies – lifestyle daily hobbies/tasks such as yoga or tai-chi are shown by the sixth house. 
Pets
It is the house concerned with your pets and all animals smaller than a goat. 
Small plants
Small plants, herbs and medicinal plants are indicated here.
Planets in the sixth house
Sun in the 6th: You identify with your work. 
Moon in the 6th: Your work may ebb and flow. 
Mercury in the 6th: Your work is verbal. 
Venus in the 6th: You love your pets.
Mars in the 6th: You rush at work. 
Jupiter in the 6th: You work in a religious place. 
Saturn in he 6th: You work long and hard. 
Uranus in the 6th: You may have erratic employment. 
Neptune in the 6th: Your job is in the arts. 
Pluto in the 6th: You have a job others do not want. 
Chiron in the 6th:You are a mentor at work




Aspiring Astrologer Activity: Houses 1st to 6th [image: Macintosh HD:Users:alison:Desktop:Einstein.pdf]
Referring to the chart for Einstein please answer the following: 

1) Which house system is used ?
2) List the planets that are in angular houses? 
3) List the planets that are in succeedent houses?  
4) List the planets that are in cadent houses?  
5) Which houses have tenants? 
6) Which houses are vacant?
7) List any pair of intercepted signs 
8) Which planet(s) rule the 1st house? 
9) Which planet(s) rule the 2nd house? 
10) Which planet(s) rule the 3rd house? 
11) Which planet(s) rule the 4th house? 
12) Which planet(s) rule the 5th house? Albert Einstein
11:30am, 
14 March 1879, 
Ulm, Germany
Placidus


13) Which planet(s) rule the 6th house?  
14) Which planet(s) rules the most houses?  
15) Which planet(s) does not have a house to rule?  
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Seventh house 
Angular – Southern hemisphere – Western hemisphere – Third quadrant – Second triple division 
Partners
This is the house of partners and shows your spouse, husband or wife. If there are many planets here it indicates many serious close personal relationships or marriages.
Business partners
This is the house of all business partnerships. It shows the business partner and how you experience being in a partnership with someone. If there are planets here is suggests the actual partners.
Marriage
This house shows your weddings, matrimony, pre-nuptial and marriage contracts. It shows your experience of your first marriage in general.
Contracts
The seventh house governs all contracts, business partners and business contracts in which you may engage. If you sign a contract of any form it is a seventh house matter.
The law
It is the house of the law and how it affects you. 
Open enemies
This is traditionally the house of open enemies or in other words, those whom you know are against you, (this often appears in divorce battles where you know your opponent). 
Other people
It is the house about other people, the public and how you relate to them. It is the first public house in the chart.


Planets in the seventh house
Sun in the 7th: You vitalize your partner. 
Moon in the 7th: You benefit from a partnership with women. 
Mercury in the 7th: You discuss your relationships. 
Venus in the 7th: You marry for love. 
Mars in the 7th: You actively chase your partner. 
Jupiter in the 7th: You have a great marriage. 
Saturn in the 7th: You may marry later in life.
Uranus in the 7th: You want freedom in your marriage. 
Neptune in the 7th: Your relationships may drift apart. 
Pluto in the 7th: You are deeply committed to your partner. 
Chiron in the 7th: You may wish to heal your partner.


Eighth house 
Succeedent – Southern hemisphere – Western hemisphere – Third quadrant – Second triple division


Sex
This is the house of your sex life showing the who, what, when and where. 
Secrets
It is the house of secrets. What secrets you keep and you keep for others.
The goods of the dead
The eighth house is about death, funerals, undertakers, embalming, wills, inheritances, legacies and the goods of the dead. 
Tax
Taxes, tax returns and tax audits are all in the eighth house. 
Debt
It shows your debt, your credit score (FICO) and any loans or mortgages you take out. This house shows interest accrued and owing. And your credit card interest rate.
Insurance
This house shows any annuities, life insurance or other insurance you have and your personal financial advisors. 
Other people’s resources
This house shows your views on other people’s money, It shows your attitude towards other people’s resources such as your partner’s money. 
Influence
This house shows where people vote for you and support you this is often done in secret. 
Surgery
The eighth house is about surgery where slicing and dicing take place. 
Organ donation
It shows your view on organ donations, blood donations and includes sperm and egg donations.




Planets in the eighth house
Sun in the 8th: You may inherit from you father. 
Moon in the 8th: You may feel overwhelmed by debt. 
Mercury in the 8th: You read occult books.
Venus in the 8th: You appreciate good sex.
Mars in the 8th: You enjoy your intimate life. 
Jupiter in the 8th: You may run up huge debt. 
Saturn in the 8th: You may be cold in intimacy. 
Uranus in the 8th: You receive assistance from unlikely quarters.
Neptune in the 8th: You need clarity on your tax forms. 
Pluto in the 8th: You explore your sex life.
Chiron in the 8th: You can be a healer of difficult issues



Ninth house 
Cadent – Southern hemisphere – Western hemisphere – third quadrant – Third triple division

Higher education – tertiary
All adult education at college or university through higher learning where you receive diplomas, degrees and knowledge are all shown in the ninth house. 
Justice
This is where justice and being judged occurs. When you come in front of a judge it is a ninth house event.
Religion
The ninth house is about religion, how you see God and your faith. It show if you chop and change religions.
Publishing
It is the house of publishing, self-publishing and literary agents. It is the business of publishing and promotion.
Long distance travel
The ninth house shows your views on long distance travel (originally defined as any place further than a horse can ride in a day), by train (earth), plane (air), ship (water) and fire (hot-air balloon). 
International things
It is concerned with all international and cosmopolitan things, foreign travel and cultures. Foreign languages.
Vision
Your vision and your horizons including; physical, spiritual and mental. It is your journey in life and shows where you are going.
Philosophy
Your philosophy on life is all suggested by the ninth house



Planets in the ninth house
Sun in the 9th: You like to travel independently. 
Moon in the 9th: You enjoy foreign cuisine. 
Mercury in the 9th: You can learn a foreign language. 
Venus in the 9th: You invest in travel. 
Mars in the 9th: You support the law. 
Jupiter in the 9th: You seek international philosophies. 
Saturn in the 9th: You do well in tertiary education. 
Uranus in the 9th: You may study technology subjects.
Neptune in the 9th: Your faith is strong. 
Pluto in the 9th: You find knowledge by research. 
Chiron in the 9th: You are a great teacher and healer.


Tenth house 
Angular – Southern hemisphere –Eastern hemisphere – Fourth quadrant – Third triple division

Honors in life
The tenth house shows your highest honors and achievements. Planets there suggest the nature of the achievements.
How the world sees you
The tenth house with the Midheaven shows your impact on the world. 
Public standing
It is about your public standing, status and your politics. It show who you are perceived to be by your position in life.
Dominant parent
This house shows your experience of parental authority and your dominant parent (usually your mother), your role models and to whom you look up. 
Ambitions
Your long term goals and ambitions are suggested by the tenth house. 
Career
The tenth house has a lot to say about you career, profession, your boss and you as a boss. 
Authority
It has to do with the government, the authorities, police, headmasters and mentors and your experience of them.


Planets in the tenth house
Sun in the 10th: You are ambitious. 
Moon in the 10th: Your career is important. 
Mercury in the 10th: Your communication can benefit you at work. 
Venus in the 10th: You can attain much in life. 
Mars in the 10th: You work hard at you career. 
Jupiter in the 10th: You can amass a profitable company. 
Saturn in the 10th: Your career is your life. 
Uranus in the 10th: Your career may take a strange route. 
Neptune in the 10th: Your mother may be an inspiration. 
Pluto in the 10th: You desire status. 
Chiron in the 10th: You can be a career guru.


Eleventh House 
Succeedent – Southern hemisphere – Eastern hemisphere – Fourth quadrant – Third triple division

Hopes
The eleventh house is the house for hopes. It shows to what you truly aspire not only for yourself but for humanity.
Career income
It can indicate career income (as second from the tenth). 
Friends
Your friends, Facebook contacts, social circle, social life, playmates and associates are shown in the eleventh house. It shows with whom you associate. It is where you hang out.
Groups
All your group activities such as; clubs, associations, “the gang”, teams and you as a team player. It shows you as a team member and if you will be the leader of the pack.
Social conscious
The eleventh house shows your social conscious, your view on prejudice, discrimination and inequality. It indicates your views on human rights, civil rights and animal rights etc..
Activism
The eleventh house can indicate your activism. It shows where you push back on society, faceless, within a group. It shows you support of petitions.


Planets in the eleventh house
Sun in the 11th: You identify with the group. 
Moon in the 11th: You have many friends. 
Mercury in the 11th: You tell jokes to your friends. 
Venus in the 11th: You are popular in your group. 
Mars in the 11th: You are a team player. 
Jupiter in the 11th: You have hope. 
Saturn in the 11th: You may be in a rock-climbing club. 
Uranus in the 11th: Your friends likely understand you. 
Neptune in the 11th: Your social conscious is a concern. 
Pluto in the 11th: You secretly support your associates. 
Chiron in the 11th: You may have difficulty keeping friends.



Twelfth house 
Cadent – Southern hemisphere – Eastern hemisphere – Fourth quadrant – Third triple division

Hospital
The twelfth house shows hospitals, reconstructive clinics, rehabilitation clinics, sanatoriums, neonatal clinics, incubators, decompression chambers, hospices and nursing homes, the people who work there and your experience of these places.
Critical health
All critical illness and chronic diseases (those illnesses which will eventually kill you e.g. cancer) are shown in the twelfth house. Any illness for which you have to take regular or daily medicine (e.g. diabetes) is a shown in the twelfth house. 
Self-undoing
Your destructive behavior, (e.g. self-medication with drugs, smoking or alcohol). It shows your self-undoing, self-sabotage and where you shoot yourself in the foot. 
Places of collection and curation
Libraries, museums, archives, art galleries, curators and zoos, and your relationship with them are indicated by the condition of the twelfth house. 
Sleep
Your dream life, sleep, insomnia, nightmares, unconsciousness and your subconscious are all here too. Being under general anesthetic, epidural anesthetics, and your reaction to these drugs and gasses are shown in the twelfth house.
Confinement
The twelfth house indicates confinement; being in custody, incarceration, prison, jail and penitentiaries and your experience of these places.
Large animals
The twelfth house is about all large animals (larger than a goat), and typically farm animals like horses, ostriches and cattle etc. but not big game animals. This house shows the farming and control of livestock. The twelfth house covers medicine from animals like pregnant mare’s urine used in Premarin.




Planets in twelfth house
Sun in the 12th: You may be unconfident.
Moon in the 12th: You may cry at night.
Mercury in the 12th: You read spiritual literature.
Venus in the 12th: You spend time in meditation.
Mars in the 12th: You expend energy in prayer.
Jupiter in the 12th: You have big dreams.
Saturn in the 12th: You may suffer in the cold.
Uranus in the 12th: You can be unexpectedly hospitalized.
Neptune in the 12th: You meditate in seclusion.
Pluto in the 12th: You can manifest destructive behavior.
Chiron in the 12th: You can heal yourself through self examination.

Aspiring Astrologer Activity: Houses 2

a)	Which planet(s) rule your 7th house? 	_________
b)	Which planet(s) rule your 8th house? 	_________
c)	Which planet(s) rule your 9th house? 	_________
d)	Which planet(s) rule your 10th house? 	_________
e)	Which planet(s) rule your 11th house? 	_________
f)	Which planet(s) rule your 12th house? 	_________
g)	Which planet is your chart ruler? 		_________
h)	In which hemisphere is your chart ruler?  	_________
j)	In which quadrant is your chart ruler?  	_________
k)	In which triple division is your chart ruler?_________
l)	In which house is your chart ruler?  	_________
m)	Write a few sentences (50 words) about your chart ruler and its house placement. Consider the hemisphere, quadrant and triple division placement as well as the house.
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Natal Interpretation 1: Step 1 – Preparation - Bringing it All Together
The influence of your chart
Your own chart and all its features will show through into your early interpretations. This is to be expected as we all view life through our nativity overlay. Experience will help you to tone down this tendency and let your client’s chart speak.
Before you Start Your Consultation
· Always confirm the chart data (birth date, birth time and birth place) which the client provided. It is all too easy to type in 1066 instead of 1966.
· Explain to your client exactly what you expect to focus on such as birth chart and general character etc.
· State up front how long your session will be say for example, ten minutes or half an hour.
· Reiterate your personal privacy statement (prepared previously). This will remind your client that you will not be discussing their chart with their husband, wife or whomever.




Stephen King
1:30am,
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:alison:Desktop:charts:Stephen King natal.pdf]21 Sep 1947
Portland, Maine
USA


Natal Interpretation 1: Step 2 – Chart Balances
Strengths and Emphasis
If you had nothing else to go on, the balances found within in a chart would immediately set the stage for further interpretations. You will do well to get a grasp of the feeling of a chart. If you do not have time for a detailed interpretation the balances will give you a basis from which to work up your initial analysis.

Note any emphasis shown by the visible planets in polarities, elements, modes, hemispheres, quadrants, triple division, signs and houses.	
Note any voids or lacks shown by the visible planets in polarities, elements, modes, hemispheres, quadrants and triple division.
Chart Balances[image: Macintosh HD:Users:alison:Desktop:charts:Stephen King natal.pdf]
Strengths
Card = MA, VE and ME
NH = SA, SU, VE, ME, JP and MO
1st TDH = SA, SU, VE and ME
LI = VE, NE and ME
3rd = SU, VE and NE 
Weakness
SH = MA
3rd = none 


Natal Interpretation 1: Step 3 – Ascendant Complex
The Ascendant Complex
The ascendant is the portal into a chart and all further interpretations will bear the imprint or overlay of the ascendant sign. 
We create what is called an ascendant complex, simply a way to ascertain all the relevant information about the ascendant.
You would note:
· The sign on the ascendant.
· The aspects the ascendant receives  (semester 2).
· Any planets in the first house and their condition.

If the ascendant is within one degree of a sign cusp then revisit the birth time. This is because if the time is out by five minutes it can easily change the ascendant sign and more so if the ascendant degree is close to a sign boundary. [image: Macintosh HD:Users:alison:Desktop:charts:Stephen King natal.pdf]

Ascendant complex
CN
1st = PL
1st = SA

ASC is within 1 degree of a sign boundary, so re check the birth time or confirm it from another source.



Interpretation 1: Step 4 - The Chart Ruler(s) Complex
The chart ruler is the planet that rules the sign on the ascendant. 
Chart Ruler Complex
You would note:
· The ascendant planetary ruler or rulers. 
· How many chart rulers there are one or two. 
· The sign in which the chart ruler is found. 
· The planet that rules the sign in which the chart ruler is found (i.e. its dispositor). 
· The chart ruler’s house. 
· Any other houses the chart ruler rules apart from the 1st house. 
· If there are two chart rulers is there any aspect between the two chart rulers. 
· The aspects the chart ruler(s) receives from other planets (semester 2).

Chart Ruler Complex
Chart ruler MO
MO SG
MO disposed by JP
MO 5th
MO rules 1st H
MO rules SH
MO rules Q1
MO rules 1st TDH
MA rules MO’s house
PL rules MO’s house

[image: Macintosh HD:Users:alison:Desktop:charts:Stephen King natal.pdf]


Natal Interpretation 1: Step 5 – The Sun Complex
The Luminaries
In astrology the Sun and Moon are known as the luminaries. They both illuminate the sky and thus the life of the individual. The Sun and the Moon are a focus in synthesis and they are considered early on in any chart interpretation. Of particular interest is the relationship between the Sun and the Moon this is shown by the aspect between them and the lunar phase (semester 2).
The Condition of the Sun
The Sun is always very important in any chart. It is the life of the chart. When considering the Sun’s condition we need to note the following:
· List the sign in which the Sun is placed. 
· Note the house in which the Sun is tenanting. 
· Note the planet that rules the sign in which the Sun is placed. 
· Consider the planetary ruler of the sign on the cusp of the house in which the Sun is found. 
· List the aspects the Sun receives from other planets and points (semester 2)
· Determine if there is an aspect between the Sun and the chart ruler (semester 2)
· [image: Macintosh HD:Users:alison:Desktop:charts:Stephen King natal.pdf]Note the house or houses that the Sun rules.

Sun complex
SU VI
SU 3rd
SU disp. by ME
SU house ruled by ME
SU rules 2nd house






Interpretation 1: Step 6 - The Moon Complex
The condition of the Moon
The Moon is always important in any chart. It shows the emotional responses. You would need to note the following:
· The Moon’s sign .
· The Moon’s house .
· The Moon’s aspects .
· The aspect between the Moon and the chart ruler (semester 2).
· The aspect between the Moon and the Sun  (semester 2).
· The house that the Moon rules .
· The planet that rules the Moon’s sign .
· The planet that rules the Moon’s house.
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:alison:Desktop:charts:Stephen King natal.pdf]
Moon Complex
MO SG
MO disposed by JP
MO 5th
MO rules 1st H
MO rules SH
MO rules Q1
MO rules 1st TDH
MA rules MO’s house
PL rules MO’s house





Natal Interpretation 1: Step 7 – The Other Planets
The Planets
By now you have listed the ascendant, the chart ruler(s) and the luminaries. 
Repeat the questions working through for the rest of the planets starting with those planets that have an aspect with the ascendant, the chart ruler, the Sun and the Moon. At this point you may have several planets in your list. These are the prominent planets in the chart.
For each planet note:
· The planet’s sign. 
· The planet’s house. 
· The planet’s aspects (semester 2).
· The house that the planet rules. 
· The planet that rules the sign in which the planet is placed.
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:alison:Desktop:charts:Stephen King natal.pdf]
PL LE
Pl 1st
PL rules 5th
SA LE
SA 1st
SA rules 7th
VE LI (own sign)
VE 3rd
VE rules 4th and 11th
NE LI
NE 3td
NE rules 9th
ME LI
ME 4th
ME rules 3rd and 12th
CH SC
CH 4th
JP SC
JP 5th
JP rules 6th and 9th
UR GE
UR 11th (own house)
UR rules 8th
MA CN
MA 12th
MA rules 10th and MC


Natal Interpretation 1: Summary
Effective Chart Interpretation
An effective chart interpretation is achieved by addressing several things:
· A basic knowledge of the four building blocks of astrology (signs, planets, houses and aspects).
· Let the balances tell the background. 
· Focus on the ascendant, chart ruler, Sun and Moon. 
· The main story lines are shown in the aspects and major aspects patterns (semester 2) 
Invest Your Time
Chart interpretation is not a skill that can be learnt overnight. You will need to invest some time to practice your chart analysis.
A Competent Astrologer
To become a competent astrologer you need to spend at least one hour per day (or seven hours each week) on the following:
· Studying charts
· Practicing interpretation
· Reading books
· Reading trade journals
· Doing research
· Attending astrology classes 
· Attending astrology lectures 
· Attending astrology conferences
A Great Astrologer
On the other hand, if you want to be a great astrologer you need to double the hours you spend each week boning up on astrology. 
Yes, that’s right, it means at least fourteen hours every week in immersed study.
How Long It Takes
As a general rule of thumb a student needs at least twelve months of study and preparation from day one before commencing a chart interpretation with confidence, or writing a level one exam.

Level 1: Semester 1 - Final Assignment
Natal Interpretation 1: Final Assignment
Instructions
Please write your “Level 1 semester 1 natal chart interpretation final assignment” in a Word document. 
Write your name on your paper.
Make sure it is all your own work and written in your own words.
Do not directly quote other writers or astrologers, although you may use their work for reference.
Email or print your paper for assessment.

Using the chart for Beyoncé below (or you may choose a chart of your choice but send the chart as well. Not your own chart) and considering; planets, signs, chart division and houses please answer the following questions:

a) 	Find another source for this chart’s birth details and cite the reference. 
b) 	How long (in time) do you expect to discuss this chart at your first consultation?
c) 	What areas can you confidently explore in this chart now? 
d) 	State your personal privacy statement.
e) 	List the balances strengths. 
f) 	List the balances weaknesses. 
g) 	List the ascendant complex. 
h) 	List the charts ruler(s) complex. 
i) 	List the Sun complex. 
j) 	List the Moon complex.
k)	List the other planets complexes in order of importance.
m)	Prepare a short essay (1000 words) and discuss the main features of this chart.
n)	List any points about this chart interpretation which you found difficult.
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:alison:Desktop:charts:bEYONCE NATAL.pdf] 

Natal Interpretations 1: Next Steps 
Keep Going
Read all the astrology books you can get your hands on. At first they may seem confusing but in time you will have a much broader base for your astrology interpretations. You will find that some books appeal to you more than others and these are the ones to concentrate on in the beginning.
Read Charts
Look at as many charts as possible. Move from just looking at your chart and your family’s charts to friends and neighbor’s charts.
Read one new chart each week.
Know your own chart and keep working with it. How about trying to draw your own chart from memory? When you first attempt this is not simple but as you work with your chart it becomes easier each week to recreate it from memory.
Take Periodicals and Trade Magazines
Read periodicals such as The Mountain Astrologer, The Astrological Journal and Dell Horoscope magazine.
Support Local Astrology
Visit your nearby astrology chapter website. Attend their meetings. Find a Meetup group in your area with an interest in astrology.
Consider joining one of the many established associations. 
Create a Buzz in Your Own Home
Create an astro coffee morning or evening hour with one or two people to discuss astrology. You can organize a book club discussing one of the newer books out each month and all the members can talk about how they enjoyed reading the selected material

[bookmark: _Toc246296099]

Beginner Astrological Short Form Code
Astrology short form code is a method of writing in plain English short forms of astrological details. It is not a good idea to use astrology fonts in general correspondence sent to others as the recipient may not have that particular astrological font and therefore cannot read your writing.
Examples
Sun in Gemini = SU GE. 
Venus at thirteen degrees fifty-five minutes of Taurus = VE 13TA55. 
Signs
AR = Aries 
TA = Taurus 
GE = Gemini 
CN = Cancer 
LE = Leo
VI = Virgo 
LI = Libra 
SC = Scorpio 
SG = Sagittarius 
CP = Capricorn 
AQ = Aquarius 
PI = Pisces
Planets
SU = Sun 
MO = Moon 
ME = Mercury 
VE = Venus 
MA = Mars 
JP = Jupiter 
SA = Saturn 
UR = Uranus 
NE = Neptune 
PL = Pluto 
CH = Chiron
Asteroids
CE = Ceres 
VS = Vesta 
JN = Juno 
PA = Pallas Athene
Chart division
NH = Northern hemisphere
SH = Southern hemisphere
EH = Eastern hemisphere
WH = Western hemisphere
Q1 = 1st quadrant
Q2 = 2nd quadrant
Q3 = 3rd quadrant 
Q4 = 4th quadrant
1TDH = 1st Triple div house
2TDH = 2nd Triple div house
3TDH = 3rd Triple div house
Houses
1st, 
2nd, 
3rd, 
4th, 
5th, 
6th, 
7th, 
8th, 
9th, 
10th, 
11th, 
12th.
Points
ASC = Ascendant
DEC = Descendant
MC = Midheaven (Medium Coeli)
IC = Immun Coeli 
Vx = Vertex
AVx = Anti-vertex
NN = North node
SN = South node
POF = Part of Fortune
Aspects
-0- Conjunction 
-30- Semi-sextile 
-60- Sextile 
-90- Square 
-120- Trine 
-150- Quincunx 
-180- Opposition



Intermediate and Advanced – Astrological Short Form Code

Examples
Mars square Jupiter = MA-90-JU. 
Transiting Moon in the 4th house = T.MO 4th. 
Progressed Saturn quincunx natal Pluto = P.SA-150-n.PL. 
Chiron retrograde in Cancer = CH Rx CA. 
T-square Jupiter opposite Uranus both square Sun = T-SQ (JU-180-UR)-90-SU.
Aspect patterns
STEL = Stellium
GR TR = Grand trine
GR X = Grand cross
T-SQ = T-square
TH-HAM = Thor’s hammer
YOD = Yod 
KITE = Kite 
MY-REC = Mystic rectangle 
M GR TR = Mini grand trine
Motion
Rx = retrograde.
D = direct. 
SRx = stationing retrograde
SD = stationing direct.
Type of chart
N = Natal.
T = Transit 
P = Secondary progressed 
D = Solar arc directed
SR = Solar return



[bookmark: _Toc290515617][bookmark: _Toc358365652]Semester Two

[bookmark: _Toc290515618][bookmark: _Toc358365653]Session 9: Aspects 1 – Major Aspects


Introduction to Aspects
Aspects are the angular correspondences formed between planets, angles and other points in a chart. Aspects are the angular connections between two planets or points in a chart. They are measured in degrees and minutes of longitude. Aspects are a function of simple geometry. 



· Every planet will usually have some aspects. 
· Not all charts will contain all the aspects. 
· It is unlikely that all planets will have every aspect. 
· Not all planets will aspect each other. 
· Some planets may not receive any aspects. 
· Often charts will have a preponderance of the one particular aspect.

Aspects and aspect patterns show the main story lines within a chart. The dialogue between the planets and chart points is found by the planetary connections expressed through the aspects. 
Aspects are like a conduit passing information between two planets. Two planets in aspect will communicate with each other for better or for worse depending on the actual planets and the aspect in question.

Where do aspects come from?
Aspects angles are created by dividing the 360° chart wheel by different numbers.
Major and minor aspects
We will focus on the major and minor aspects. The major aspects are the ones used by the Greeks and are today known as “Ptolemaic aspects” after Claudius Ptolemy. The minor aspects are those found to have value in chart interpretation.


Applying and Separating Aspects
An aspect is determined to be applying or separating depending on the speed of the two planets and their position in regard to each other. 
The planets are listed here by speed, from the fastest moving planet to slowest moving planet. the Moon, Mercury, Venus, the Sun, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Chiron, Uranus, Neptune and Pluto.
An aspect is stronger when it is applying
Aspects that are applying are stronger than those separating. The applying faster planet is moving towards the exact (or partile) aspect with the slower moving planet. 
The pressure is still building, and the effect is of potential still to come. After the aspect has been exact the aspect is then separating and the effect is more of release or acceptance.
Applying aspects
Aspects are applying when the faster moving planet has yet to catch up to the slower moving planet’s degree position. 
The Moon at 10° Virgo is applying a conjunction to the Sun at 15° Virgo.
Separating aspects
Aspects are separating when the faster moving planet has passed the degree position of the slower moving planet. 
The Moon at 15° Gemini is separating from a conjunction to the Sun at 10° Gemini.


Aspect Orbs
An orb is a degree value that the planets may be separated by and yet still form the aspect. 
It is like tolerance.
For example: A conjunction is 0° but the orb for a conjunction is 8°. If the Sun is at 10° Pisces and the Moon is at 18° Pisces they are still within the orb for a conjunction and are in aspect to each other.
Major Aspects
	Major Aspects

	Calc
	Name
	Glyph
	Degrees
	Orb
	Color

	360/1
	Conjunction    
	!m
	0
	8
	Black

	360/2
	Opposition
	!n
	180
	8
	Black

	360/3
	Trine
	$p
	120
	8
	Blue

	360/4
	Square
	#o
	90
	8
	Red

	360/6
	Sextile
	X
	60
	4
	Blue



Minor Aspects
	Minor Aspects

	Calc
	Name
	Glyph
	Degrees
	Orb
	Color

	360/8
	Semi-square
	(r
	45
	2
	Orange

	(360/8) x 3
	Sesquiquadrate
	)s
	135
	2
	Orange

	360/12
	Semi-sextile
	%t
	30
	2
	Green

	(360/12) x 5
	Quincunx
	&u
	150
	2
	Green


Aspects sets
An aspect set is a list of aspects and their orbs used either for a specific chart or by a particular astrologer. The default aspect set provided by astrology programs like Solar Fire and apps like Astro Gold may not be what you want to used, and you can change them to reflect your preferred aspects set.
Aspects of longitude
The aspects listed here are all aspects of longitude. Please note that there are also aspects of declination which are discussed in Level 2.
The Conjunction Aspect
First harmonic
The circle divided by one. 360°/1 = 360°
Usually planets in conjunction will be in the same sign or house. 
Disassociate conjunctions
When a conjunction occurs over a sign boundary they are said to be in a disassociate conjunction. For instance, if the Sun is at 29° Virgo and the Moon is at 4° Libra, they are still conjunct but in a disassociate conjunction.
Conjunction Aspect Meaning
The conjunction is the most powerful aspect. 
Blends
It inclines the two planets towards togetherness and blends their energies. 
Synergy
The planets virtually move as one and they have synergy. Synergy means one plus one equals three. Each planet is indistinguishable from the other. 
Close proximity
They show the same face to the world. Because of their close proximity it is hard for the first planet in the conjunction to clearly see the second planet and vice versa.
Conjunction with other planets
Sun conjunctions add life to the other planet.
Moon conjunctions combine a reactive element to the other planet.
Mercury conjunctions combine a learning element to the other planet and suggest what is spoken about.
Venus conjunctions show what is loved and invested in.
Mars conjunctions bring energy to the other planet.
Jupiter conjunctions expand the other planet.
Saturn conjunctions restrict the other planet.
Uranus conjunctions bring a unique element to the other planet.
Neptune conjunctions dissolve the meaning of the other planet.
Pluto conjunctions bring power and support to the other planet.


The Square Aspect
The circle divided by four. 360°/4 = 90°
Same mode
Planets in square aspect to one another are usually in the same mode. 
Disassociate square
A disassociate square is found when the planets are in different modes. For instance, the Sun at 29° Virgo and the Moon at 3° Cancer finds them still square but in different modes, the Sun in mutable and the Moon in the cardinal mode. 
Square aspect meaning
Internal dilemmas
Two planets in a square aspect face internal dilemmas. 
Difficult conflict
It can be difficult to work with the energies for the individual. 
Active
The individual continuously attempts to address the issues but sometimes it is hard to define the actual conflict. 
Resistance
The square offers resistance between the two and tension is present. 
Unease
It is an aspect of unease where on-going change and constant attention is required to the two planets involved by the person.
Squares with other planets
Sun squares create stress.
Moon squares feel difficult.
Mercury squares make indecisiveness.
Venus squares attract unease.
Mars squares add much tension.
Jupiter squares grow awkwardness.
Saturn squares severely restrict.
Uranus squares can be unpredictable.
Neptune squares create internal confusion.
Pluto squares can be very difficult to manage.

The Trine Aspect
The circle divided by three. 360°/3 = 120° 
Same element
Planets in trine are usually in the same element. 
If the two planets are in different elements they are in a disassociate trine.
Trine aspect meaning
Ease
The trine is an aspect of ease and flow. 
Equilibrium
There is equilibrium in the nature as the triangle creates a balance. Planets in trine to each other respect the energies of the other planet and work well together. 
Soothes tension
A chart with trines can assuage any tensions found if there are many squares in the chart. The trine aspect action restores the status quo and offers a soothing effect on a chart. 
Passive
It is a passive aspect and therefore the individual has to consciously work the trine energy to benefit from it fully. 
Easygoing
People with many trines seem to have an easygoing life.

Trines to other planets
Sun trines bring good things.
Moon trines create easy of emotions.
Mercury trines result is affable conversationalists.
Venus trines support a pleasant life.
Mars trines can ease aggressive behavior.
Jupiter trines bring optimism and luck to the life.
Saturn trines provide a mastery of things.
Uranus trines develop your unique qualities.
Neptune trines create artistic and musical ability.
Pluto trines develop magnetic and powerful characters.

The Opposition Aspect
The circle divided by two. 360°/2 = 180°
Same polarity
Planets in opposition are usually in the same polarity. The opposition can be disassociate if one planet is in an active sign and the other in a passive sign.
Opposition aspect meaning 
Projection
The opposition is an aspect of projection between the self and the other. This aspect tends to flip-flop between holding a stance in the principle of the first planet and then standing on the other side looking back from the viewpoint of the second planet. 
Resistance
It is an aspect that causes resistance between the two planets. 
Difficult
It can be difficult, and this aspect needs work to integrate the energies. 
Strives for equilibrium
The person will strive for equilibrium within the boundaries of the energies shown by the planets. 
Disown
The individual may very well disown the opposite first from one side and then from the other. 
Frustrating
It can be frustrating to be constantly alternating the viewpoint.
Oppositions to other planets
Sun oppositions create much tension and stress in life.
Moon oppositions make emotional reactions the default response to challenges.
Mercury oppositions result in arguments and verbal conflict and mental stress.
Venus oppositions suggest romance and financial affairs are very difficult to stabilize.
Mars oppositions create general resistance and an abrasive attitude.
Jupiter oppositions grow big problems and need opportunities for resolution to stabilize.
Saturn oppositions can stonewall the individual so they cannot get past the issue.
Uranus oppositions make the individual contentious and uncompromising for others.
Neptune oppositions develop escapist attitudes when the tension rises and coping is hard.
Pluto oppositions can be very difficult to find a resolution, they may be the main theme of the life.


The Sextile Aspect
The circle divided by six. 360°/6 = 60°
Same polarity and opposite element.
Sextile aspect meaning 
Latent talents
The sextile is the aspect of latent talents. Your skills are shown here. 
Awareness
There is the potential for an increased awareness as opportunities present themselves. 
Assistance
The sextile offers assistance between the two planets even if their natural energy is in conflict. 
Withstand stress
Of all the aspects the sextile affords the individual an ability to withstand stress. It can be like a protection against life’s vagaries.
Sextiles to other planets
Sun sextiles offer a fully creative life.
Moon sextiles bring a rich emotional life.
Mercury sextiles offer excellent communication and trading skills.
Venus sextiles present love and easy money as good things in life.
Mars sextiles develop competitive camaraderie.
Jupiter sextiles show huge luck and talents.
Saturn sextiles tone down self-permission issues and free the person.
Uranus sextiles allow unique originality to fully develop to advantage.
Neptune sextiles offer talents in the arts and music that soothe the subconscious mind.
Pluto sextiles allows power to be wielded in a good way for benefit.


Minor Aspects of the Twelfth Harmonic
The twelfth harmonic aspects suggest potential frustrations where constant adjustments are required to maintain equilibrium in whatever is brought up by the planetary energies involved in the aspect.
Semi-sextile
The circle divided by twelve. 360°/12 = 30°
The semi-sextile is half a sextile and one twelfth of a circle.
Unsettling
The semi-sextile is an aspect that can be unsettling and disruptive. 
Tension
There can be annoyances and tensions. It is a difficult aspect but in a quiet way. 
Ignores
Both planets behave as if the other did not exist and try to ignore each other.
Redirection
Shows where you will push something off to another.
Quincunx
The circle divided by twelve then times five. 360°/12 = 30° (x 5) = 150° (i.e. 5/12)
The quincunx is sometimes referred to as the inconjunct. 
Awkwardness
It is an aspect of awkwardness and unease. 
Adjustments
The quincunx shows where adjustments are needed. These two planets will grind along but are never happy together. 
Un-supportive
They can be un-supportive of each other and make for disharmony in a niggling way.
A quincunx was a Roman coin. The origin of the word is from the Latin "quince" meaning five and "uncla" meaning one-twelfth.


Minor Aspects of the Eighth Harmonic
These aspects fall into the eighth harmonic which indicates they are manifesting aspects and will generally exacerbate change through tension upon us.
Semi-square
The circle divided by eight. 360°/8 = 45°
The semi-square is also known as the octile.
Orb for a semi-square is 2°.
Difficult
The semi-square is half of a square and it can be difficult to work the two planets energies smoothly. 
Unstable
They can be unstable and require a change of approach each time. 
Persistence
This aspect inclines the individual to keep working at making it better and finding a solution.
Sesquiquadrate
The circle divided by eight and then multiplied by three. 360°/8 = 45° (x 3) = 135°
The orb for a sesquiquadrate is 2°.
The sesquiquadrate brings one square and one semi-square together. 
The sesquiquadrate is also known as the tri-octile.
Tension
It is an aspect of tensions and difficulty. 
Challenges
The planets challenge each other, and this person has to redo decisions. This aspect spurs the person to find peace.


[bookmark: _Toc264965394][bookmark: _Toc264965397]Types of Aspects
Major aspects (Ptolemaic)
The major aspects all have eight degree orb except the sextile at four degree orb.
Conjunction
Square
Trine
Opposition					
[bookmark: _Toc264965395]Sextile
Minor aspects 
The minor aspects all have a two degree orb. 
Semi-square
Sesquiquadrate
Semi-sextile
Quincunx
Aspects of resistance/manifesting (hard)
Square
Opposition
Semi-square
Sesquiquadrate
Aspect of polarity
Conjunction
Aspects of acceptance/balance (soft)
Trine
Sextile
Aspects of paradox (neutral, can go either way)
semi-sextile
quincunx


Aspiring astrologer activity: Major and Minor aspects
Referring to the chart below please answer the following questions:
a) 	Complete the aspectarian grid by filling in the white squares with the major aspect glyphs. 
b) 	Which is the tightest aspect?
c) 	Are there any unaspected planets?
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d)	Select the tightest aspect and write an interpretation for this aspect considering the meaning of: 
the two planets, 
the houses,
the signs,
the aspect itself.	


[bookmark: _Toc290515619][bookmark: _Toc358365654]Lesson 10: Aspects 2 – Major Aspect Patterns


Major Aspect Patterns
Aspect patterns are shapes formed by combining several aspects together. They are readily seen in the chart by the aspect lines between the planets. If you use the colours suggested for aspects then the aspect patterns are clearer than ever.
As a reminder the aspect colours are:
Black = oppositions
Red = squares 
Blue = sextiles and trines
Orange = semi-squares and sesquiquadrates
Green = semi-sextiles and quincunxes
Interpretation of major aspect patterns
You have to find the main story in the chart and it is usually shown in the aspect patterns. The aspects show the dialogue or the connections between two planets. 
If two planets have an aspect that will bring them together and they may join forces for the person. How the energies are combined is shown by the actual aspect between the planets. If you then see each aspect in a combination or major aspect pattern it can indicate a complex flow of energy and this is what we interpret in major aspect patterns.
With Aspect Patterns Consider:
The dominant planet in the aspect pattern 
In each major aspect pattern it is likely that one planet will be dominant. This planetary strength decided by it’s essential dignity, direction, and status on the chart.
The focal planet of the aspect pattern
Many (but not all major) aspect patterns will have a focal planet. This is the one planet that draws the energies from the other planets in the pattern towards itself and expresses its combined meaning into the chart and so the life of the individual.
The element and mode of the aspect pattern
Due to the shape and layout of the planets some major aspect patterns will have a dominant element (fire, earth, air or water) or mode (cardinal, fixed or mutable).
The houses touched by the aspect pattern
Some major aspect patterns can emphasis a particular house or houses in a chart. This is so if there is a dominant planet, or a focal planet, in the pattern.
If the Chart Ruler, or Sun is one of the planets
A major aspect pattern will be a big focus if the Sun or the chart ruler is one of the planets.
The Dominant aspect pattern
A chart can have more than one major aspect pattern and in this case one pattern is likely to be stronger and more dominant than the others. 
Typically the prominence of major aspect patterns are in sequence as listed below, but not always and a judgment has to be made.


Stellium
A stellium is formed by three or more planets in conjunction with each other. Planets in a stellium must be within an eight degree orb. 
Watch out for a rolling conjunction where the first and last planets are not conjunct but the others are. This is not strictly a stellium.
What to consider:
Which planet rules the stellium this is decided by planetary strength. For instance if there was a stellium of the Moon, Venus and Mars in a stellium in Capricorn, then  Saturn rules the stellium as the planetary ruler of the sign of Capricorn.
Interpretation of a stellium
It there is a stellium in a chart it creates a focus. The energies of three or more planets have come together, typically in one house and one sign and are making their presence felt through the area of life of the house and the meaning of the sign.
A stellium can reinforces a sign or house and bring it into prominence for the individual. This is a classic way that someone with a Sun in Taurus and the stellium of the Moon, Venus and Mars in Capricorn will be strongly Capricornian in many ways.


Grand Cross
The grand cross pattern is formed by four planets where, two pairs of planets in opposition to each other, and all four planets are square to two others.
A grand cross is made up of four T-squares (see below).
What to consider
In the grand cross pattern one mode is emphasized. So it will be either a cardinal grand cross, a fixed grand cross or a mutable grand cross unless there is a planet in another mode then it will be a disassociate grand cross.
If one of the points is a conjunction, duet or stellium look for multiple grand crosses because each one has to be understood separately.
Interpretation of a grand cross
A grand cross is a pattern made up from only oppositions and squares and these are both tense aspects. They are also aspects of manifestation and they will drive the life of the person. With a grand cross the individual has focus and is determined. It is often said that the person may feel crucified on the cross and it is his cross to bear. Those with a grand cross in their natal charts can achieve much in their lives through sheer determination.


Grand Trine
A grand trine is formed when three (or more) planets are in trine to each other making an equilateral triangle in the chart.
What to Consider
A grand trine will usually be laid over one of the elements. It may be a fire grand trine, earth grand trine, air grand trine or water grand trine. This prominent element will give the nature to the grand trine. 
If two planets are in one element and one in another it is known as a disassociate grand trine which is slightly weaker.
In some charts there can be several planets forming the grand trine because there may be a stellium or a conjunction of two planets at one if the points of the triangle.
A stellium or conjunction at one of the points indicates there may be more than one grand trine in a chart. You need to look carefully to find one or two grand trines overlaid on top of each other.
Interpretation
It seems as if the individual has an easy life and this is the impression received by onlookers. The person whose grand trine it is may protest they in fact do not have an easy life but a grand trine does add ease to life generally.
Often people with a grand trine will need a push to get going as they tend to rest on their laurels and take it easy.


T-square
A T-square is formed by two planets in opposition and a third planet in square aspect to both of the opposing planets.
What to consider in T-squares
A T-square typically lies in one mode and can be referred to as a cardinal T-square, a fixed T-square or a mutable T-square unless there is a planet in another mode then it is a disassociate T-square.
Because of the shape of the T-square sometimes the two planets in opposition may block or swing through the focal planet and this depends on the planets involved.
The focal planet (shown in red) is the one being squared. It is the planet through which the energy from the two other planets will be expressed into the person’s chart. 
The empty space is the exact spot at the midpoints of the three planets in the T-square on the opposite side of the chart to the focal planet. 
(A+B+C)/3 = empty space
For example, in a cardinal T-square, if a planet is at 10 degrees Cancer and another planet is at 16 degrees Capricorn and the focal planet is at 13 degrees Aries, then the empty space is 13 degrees Libra, (10+16+13)/3 = 13.
Interpretation 
Check if one planet rules another planet in the T-square.  
For example, if Mars is in Cancer and opposite Pluto in Capricorn and both are square to Uranus in Aries, then Mars rules Uranus in Mars’ own sign of Aries.
In the T-square the two planets in opposition give a pattern its energy and the resolution will go to the planet being squared.
The empty space offers some resolution to the energy of the T-square.



Mini Grand TrineCV

The mini grand trine consists of two planets in trine aspect and both planets are sextile to a third planet which is between the two in trine.
What to consider in a mini grand trine
The mini grand trine is similar to the grand trine as the triangle shape allows the energy to flow around. This major aspect patterns has only easy aspects the trine an the sextiles (blue lines) and so is considered and easy pattern.
It typically has all the three planets in the same polarity either active mini grand trine or a passive mini grand trine.
This pattern will have planets is different elements either fire and air or earth and water.
If there are other major aspect patterns (as above) then the mini grand trine may fade into the background in favour of more dominant grand crosses and T-squares. But, if the mini grand trine is the only major aspect pattern in the chart it will be prominent for the individual.
Interpretation of a mini grand trine
The focal planet (in red) will express the energy of the two other planets into the chart. The house and sign of the focal planet are important in this pattern. 
It is an easy pattern and adds some relief to the chart.



Cross of David
The cross of David is formed by two grand trines where the planets from the one are sextile to the planets in the other. This is a very rare major aspect pattern and sometimes the planets only form five of the star points. 
What to consider
As this is made from two grand trines and six sextiles it has much of the meaning of the grand trine.
There are typically only two elements in play (fire and air or earth and water) so it is usually in one polarity (active or passive).
Interpretation of a cross of David
In this pattern the planets are spread about the chart which suggests a variety if interests and talents because of the six sextiles which indicate latent talents for the individual.



Kite
A kite is formed with three planets in a grand trine and a fourth planet opposing one planet and in sextile aspectsto the other two. It forms the shape of a kite in the chart.
What to consider in a kite
The kite major aspect pattern is very much like the grand trine but it has the benefit of another planet the focal planet (in red) as the outlet for the energy into the chart. In a grand trine the energy simply flows around and around with no exit, but the kite does have a portal for the energy.
The planetary ruler for the sign of the focal planet is important. If the sign ruler for the focal planet is part of the kite pattern it adds strength.
The opposition aspect gives the pattern energy as it contrasts to the ease of the trines. This pattern has both hard and soft aspects and this makes it balanced and easier to be used by the person.
Interpretation of a kite
Mush ease and good things can be brought to a head (the focal planet) to the benefit of the person. The focal planet is really the key to how the energy will be expressed in the person’s life through its placement by sign and house. The focal planet in a kite is very important and bears much consideration in interpretation of the whole chart.






Mystic Rectangle
The mystic rectangle major aspect pattern is formed by two planets in trine aspect and two sextiles between each of them. Each planet is in opposition to another. 
This pattern consists of a minimum of four planets, two trines, two sextiles and two oppositions. 
What to consider in a mystic rectangle
The mystic rectangle is a mixed pattern with both hard and soft aspects. 
It is typically in either the passive polarity with planets only in fire and air signs, or in the passive polarity with earth and water planets.
Interpretation of a mystic rectangle
The mystic rectangle suggests possibilities for the chart because of the combination of aspects (hard and soft). There is no focal planet in this pattern which can make it difficult to access the energy from the four planets. 
The four planets can sometimes work together as a team for the person to the exclusion of the other planets.
If there are other aspects spurring off from one of the four planets, that will likely suggest the way the energy can be used.
This is a good aspect pattern and adds robustness to the chart.



Yod 
A yod major aspect pattern is formed by two planets in sextile to each other, and a third planet in quincunx to them both. 
Someone with this pattern in their chart is known as a “Yod bearer.” 
This aspect pattern is also known as “The Finger of God” and “The Finger of Fate.”
If there are two yods lying side by side (so four planets and three quincunxes) then it is known as a “double yod key”. This will reinforce the general meaning of the yod for the person.
What to consider in a yod
The focal planet (at the end of the quincunxes in green) is the most sensitive as energies flow to it from the two other planets.
The two planets in sextile are known as the base of the yod and work together harmoniously.
The planetary ruler of the sign of the focal planet is important.
Interpretation of a yod
Charts with yods suggest the person is independent and driven.
Due to the nature of the quincunxes they can be constant and unchanging but fraught with the constant adjustments demanded. This person may experience a crisis of energy and find they are constantly battling to stay on track.
There is a certain spiritual element to this pattern and these people can be lofty. The meaning of the house and sign of the focal planet points (as the pointed in the shape) to the issues that need addressing in this person’s life. 


The Yod Limerick
Some people may think it is odd
To work with the Finger of God.
One sextile and two 
quincunxes to view 
and now we all call it a yod.



Thor’s Hammer
The Thor’s hammer major aspect pattern is formed by three planets, two planets in square with each other and both sesquiquadrate to a third planet. 
Thor had a small heavy hammer that he threw at his opponents and it spun through the air. The triangle shape of the Thor’s hammer major aspect pattern suggests the head of the hammer from the myth.
What to consider
Thor’s hammer is a manifesting aspect pattern as it has only hard aspects (one square and two sesquiquadrates) of the eight harmonic. It is a triangle and so has a focal planet. Note that it looks like a yod but has orange lines for the sesquiquadrates.
Interpretation of a Thor’s Hammer
This person can be resistant to change and at times difficult to live with for other people. The focal planet is a very sensitive point and it’s sign and house will show how and where the energy will be expressed in the persons life.
Always take note of the planetary sign ruler of the focal planet. If the ruler is the focal planet is in the pattern it adds strength to that planet.
This pattern by its name and nature shows where people will virtually hammer away at something in their life. It can be an indication that there is no answer but they will keep persisting.


Aspects – Other Considerations
The tightest aspect
Only considering the Ptolemaic aspects between the planets, and not the Ascendant or Midheaven, the tightest aspect is that which has the smallest orb. 
Ideally the orb for the tightest aspect would be 00° 00’. 
The two planets in the tightest aspect give an important message in the chart as does the meaning of the actual aspect between them.
Unaspected planets
Unaspected planets are sometimes found in a chart. 
A planet is considered to be unaspected when it receives no Ptolemaic aspect from another planet. 
In interpretation, an unaspected planet is unique in that it has not been influenced by energies coming in from an aspect from the other planets. It can function at the purest level of its essence. 
Unaspected planets may be subconsciously ignored by the individual if they are not well integrated into the chart. It all depends on the sign and house placement of the unaspected planet and its complex and how it plugs into the chart.
Concurrent themes by aspect
Although there may be many overlapping and crossing aspect lines in the chart there could be two separate themes, one being overlaid by the other. It is crucial to be on the lookout for this phenomenon as it impacts on the chart interpretation. 
To find concurrent themes by aspect, follow the aspect lines between each planet and make sure they are all connected. 
There may be two (or more) levels of functioning (depending on the planets in the group) that the individual experiences in concurrent themes. 
Each group of planets connected by aspects will work as a team. If there are concurrent themes it suggests two different ways of expression and motivations for the person.



Aspiring Astrology Activity - Major Aspect PatternsTerry Fox
7:30am, July 28, 1958, 
Winnipeg, Manitoba,
Canada


Referring to the following chart:
a) List the minor aspects between the planets. 
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:alison:Desktop:Terry Fox.pdf]b) List any minor aspects to the angles.
c) Which is the tightest aspect?
d) Are there any unaspected planets?
e) Are there any concurrent themes?
f) Which planet is conjoined the Midheaven?
g) Which planet suggests athletic ability?
h) Which planet receives the most aspects from the other planets?
i) Name three major aspect patterns and list their aspects
j) Which planet is part of each of the three major aspect patterns?
k) Is the tightest aspect an applying or separating aspect?
Aspects general
l) If a planet was at 0° Aries, list all the signs and their degrees from which another planet would make a major aspect.
Example conjunctions; from 0° - 8° Aries and 22° - 29° Pisces.
Referring to your chart
m) Select two minor aspects and write short interpretations for them considering; the two planets, the houses and the meaning of the aspect itself.
n) Which planet receives the most aspects?
o) Which particular aspect is well represented in your chart?
p) If you have any major aspect patterns in your chart list all the individual aspects that make up the major aspect pattern.
q) Write a brief interpretation for each separate aspect in your major aspect pattern. Consider the planets, the houses, the signs and the aspect.
r) If you have a major aspect pattern, write a short interpretation of the major aspect pattern bringing the meaning of the individual aspects (q above) and weaving a comprehensive interpretation.
[bookmark: _Toc290515620][bookmark: _Toc358365655]Lesson 11: Essential Dignities


Essential Dignities Table
[bookmark: _Toc265064526]Essential dignities
Each chart has every planet in it, but not all planets are created equal. Depending on the particular chart some planets will come forward and be significant and some planets will recede. 
Planets can be “weighted” where a value is given to them by their placement in the signs. One way is to use essential dignities. 
For rulership a planet receives a score of +5, for exaltation +4, for detriment -5 and  for fall -4.
Note: At the beginner level we are only concerned with the four main essential dignities of; rulership, exaltation, detriment and fall. Ptolemy’s full table is included for your information.
Ptolemy’s Essential Dignities

	
	
	
	Triplicities
	Terms
	Face
	
	

	Sign
	Ruler
	Exalt
	Day
	Night
	1st
	2nd
	3rd
	4th
	5th
	0 - 9
	10-19
	20-29
	Det
	Fall

	a
	E
	A
	A
	F
	F
	6
	D
	14
	C
	21
	E
	26
	G
	30
	E
	A
	F
	D
	G

	b
	D
	B
	D
	B
	D
	8
	C
	15
	F
	22
	G
	26
	E
	30
	D
	C
	G
	E
	 

	c
	C
	 
	C
	C
	C
	7
	F
	14
	C
	21
	G
	25
	E
	30
	C
	D
	G
	F
	 

	d
	B
	E
	E
	E
	E
	6
	F
	13
	C
	20
	D
	27
	G
	30
	B
	E
	F
	G
	E

	e
	A
	 
	A
	F
	G
	6
	C
	13
	D
	19
	F
	25
	E
	30
	A
	F
	E
	G
	 

	f
	C
	C
	D
	B
	C
	7
	D
	13
	F
	18
	G
	24
	E
	30
	C
	 G
	D
	F
	D

	g
	D
	G
	G
	C
	G
	6
	D
	11
	F
	19
	C
	24
	E
	30
	D
	G
	C
	E
	A

	h
	E
	 
	E
	E
	E
	6
	F
	14
	D
	21
	C
	27
	G
	30
	E
	F
	B
	D
	B

	i
	F
	 
	A
	F
	F
	8
	D
	14
	C
	19
	G
	25
	E
	30
	F
	E
	A
	C
	 

	j
	G
	E
	D
	B
	D
	6
	C
	12
	F
	19
	E
	25
	G
	30
	G
	D
	C
	B
	E

	k
	G
	 
	G
	C
	G
	6
	C
	12
	D
	20
	F
	25
	E
	30
	G
	C
	D
	A
	 

	l
	F
	D
	E
	E
	D
	8
	F
	14
	C
	20
	E
	26
	G
	30
	F
	B
	E
	C
	C

	
 
	+5
	+4
	 
	 
	+3
	+2
	-5
	-4
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Dignity (Rulership)
When a planet is in its own sign it is in dignity. A planet functions very well here as its urges are in line with the sign. 
Planets in Dignity
Aries		Mars
Taurus 	Venus
Gemini	Mercury
Cancer		Moon
Leo		Sun
Virgo		Mercury
Libra		Venus
Scorpio	Mars Pluto
Sagittarius 	Jupiter
Capricorn 	Saturn
Aquarius 	Saturn Uranus
Pisces 		Jupiter Neptune

A planet here can most easily express itself.
· Is the owner
· Says what goes
· Has full authority
· Has total access to the facilities
Example: Venus in Libra (relating/partners)
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:alison:Desktop:charts:Stephen King natal.pdf]Stephen King
Planets in Dignity +5
Venus is in Libra and is the only planet in dignity. Venus gets a score of +5.
There are no other planets in dignity because there are no planets in their own sign.

Exaltation
When a planet is in its sign of exaltation it functions well and is in line with the sign meaning. A planet in exaltation expresses intensity of energy.
Planets in Exaltation
Aries		Sun
Taurus 	Moon
Gemini		
Cancer		Jupiter
Leo		
Virgo		Mercury
Libra		Saturn
Scorpio		
Sagittarius 	
Capricorn 	Mars
Aquarius 	
Pisces 		Venus

· Is a welcome visitor
· Has authority only by permission
· Has some access to all the facilities
Example: Saturn in Libra (responsible/balanced)

Stephen King
Planets in Exaltation +4
There are no planets in exaltation in this chart.


[image: Macintosh HD:Users:alison:Desktop:charts:Stephen King natal.pdf]
Fall
When a planet is in the sign opposite its exaltation it is said to be in its fall. This is a difficult placement as the planet will struggle to reach its full potential here. A planet here is weak. 
Planets in Fall
Aries		Saturn
Taurus 		
Gemini		
Cancer		Mars
Leo		
Virgo		Venus
Libra		Sun
Scorpio	Moon
Sagittarius 	
Capricorn 	Jupiter
Aquarius 	
Pisces 		Mercury

· Is only welcome up to a point
· Only allowed in at certain times
· Has no say 
· Does not have access

Example: Sun in Libra (individual’s needs / partner’s needs) [image: Macintosh HD:Users:alison:Desktop:charts:Stephen King natal.pdf]
Stephen King
Planets in Fall  -4
Mars is in Cancer and therefore in fall.
Mars gets a score of -4.





Detriment (debility)
When a planet is in the sign opposite its dignity it is in its detriment. This is not a good placement for the planet as its urges can be suppressed and thwarted. 
Planets in Detriment
Aries		Venus
Taurus 	Mars Pluto
Gemini	Jupiter
Cancer		Saturn
Leo		Saturn Uranus
Virgo		Jupiter Neptune
Libra		Mars
Scorpio	Venus
Sagittarius 	Mercury
Capricorn 	Moon
Aquarius 	Sun
Pisces 		Mercury

· Is not really welcome
· Is only “put up with”
· Accepted only as required
· Has no say
· Does not have access

Example: Mars in Libra (needs independence / needs others) 

Stephen King
Planets in Detriment  -5
There are no planets in detriment in this chart.

[image: Macintosh HD:Users:alison:Desktop:charts:Stephen King natal.pdf]
Peregrine
A planet is peregrine when it does not have any essential dignity. This imparts a neutral energy.
Example: Moon in Leo


Accidental dignity by house
The natural houses are those in line with Aries on the first and Taurus on the second etc. Accidental dignity occurs when a planet is in its natural house. 
Planets in Accidental Dignity
First house Mars
Second house Venus
Third house Mercury
Fourth house Moon
Fifth house Sun
Sixth house Mercury
Seventh house Venus
Eighth house Mars or Pluto
Ninth house Jupiter
Tenth house Saturn
Eleventh house Saturn or Uranus
Twelfth house	Jupiter or Neptune
Stephen King
Planets in Accidental Dignity
Uranus in the eleventh house is in accidental dignity. Uranus rules Aquarius which is the eleventh house is the natural zodiac.
Saturn is in accidental fall in the first house which relates to Aries. Saturn is in fall in Aries. 
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:alison:Desktop:charts:Stephen King natal.pdf]



Almuten
The almuten of a chart is the planet with the highest essential dignity by adding up the dignity, debility, exaltation, fall, term and face.

Example: Sun in Leo +5

If there are two planets with the same number then see which planet has accidental dignity by house.

Example for Stephen King essential dignity (excluding term and face)

	Venus in Libra	= +5  
Mars in Cancer	= -4
Therefore Venus is the almuten.

Planet in accidental dignity is Uranus and Saturn is in accidental fall.




Lord of the Geniture (LOG)
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:alison:Desktop:charts:Stephen King natal.pdf]The Lord of the Geniture is the planet with equal almuten score to another planet but has position by house.



Aspiring Astrologer Activity
Either refer to the chart for Beyoncé provided[image: Macintosh HD:Users:alison:Desktop:charts:bEYONCE NATAL.pdf] or use another chart.

1)	List all planets in dignity.
2)	List all planets in exaltation.
3)	List all planets in detriment
4)	List all planets in fall.
5)	List any planets that a peregrine.
6)	It there an almuten? If so which planet?
7)	Is there a Lord of the Geniture?
8) 	Which planets are in accidental dignity?
9)	Which planets are in accidental exaltation?
10)	Which planets are in accidental detriment?
11) 	Which planets are in accidental fall?




[bookmark: _Toc290515623][bookmark: _Toc358365656]Lesson 12: Moon Phases
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc264965400]

The Lunar Cycle
The Sun and Moon’s synodic cycle
The Moon takes one month to orbit the Earth.
The Moon phase cycle starts at New Moon when the Sun and the Moon are conjunct. This happens once every month. At New Moon we can’t see the Moon when it is close to the Sun
The Moon starts to grow in light every day in the waxing part of the cycle. Around day fourteen it reaches the Full Moon when we can see the most light from the Moon. It begins the waning part of the cycle reducing in light back to the New Moon. 
The Light and Dark of the Moon
The Moon is mainly dark for half of the month and mainly light for half of the month. The darker half is during the last quarter, balsamic, new moon and crescent phases. The light half is the first quarter, gibbous, full moon and disseminating phases. This light/dark difference is symbolic and has much to say about the meaning of the Moon and it’s phases.


[image: ]




Lunar Phases in the Chart
The lunar phases are based on the angular relationship between the Sun and the Moon. If the luminaries are in aspect to each other it must be considered highly in the chart interpretation. 


[image: ]#


Moon Timing
The synodic cycle is around twenty-nine and a half days.
The Moon is in each phase for around three and a half days.
The Moon is in each sign around two and a half days.

Eight Lunar Phases
There are eight lunar phases, four in the waxing period and four in the waning period.  Even if the Moon is not in aspect to the Sun it will be in the phase shown below. Each phase begins at the exact aspect and runs through until the next aspect. Lunar phases are closely related to the aspects between the Moon and the Sun.

	Lunar phases

	
	Phase name
	Degrees
	Aspect name

	


Waxing
	
New Moon

	
0°
	
Conjunction

	
	
Crescent

	
45°
	
Semi-square

	
	
First quarter

	
90°
	
Square

	
	
Gibbous

	
135°
	
Sesquiquadrate

	


Waning
	
Full Moon

	
180°
	
Opposition

	
	
Disseminating

	
135°
	
Sesquiquadrate

	
	
Last quarter

	
90°
	
Square

	
	
Balsamic

	
45°
	
Semi-square




Planetary phases
The planets also have phases shown by their relationship to the Sun. Particularly the inferior planets Mercury and Venus.

Moon Phases and the Growth Cycle
The cycle of the Moon can be symbolically correlated to a plant’s life-cycle. It can also be related to the yearly solar cycle and the seasons. This correlation shows the driving essence of each lunar phase which is expressed through individual charts.

New Moon Phase - Germination
The seed is in the dark, underground and germinates. It is a delicate time and it can be touch and go if the seed and plant will survival. It is the beginning. Winter Solstice - December 21
Crescent Phase – First Leaf
The fresh sprout breaks through the soil into the light and the first leaves form. During this time the little seedling grows and strengthens.  Imbolc - February 1
First Quarter Phase – Roots and Growth
Stronger roots appear to stabilize the plant. Fast growth happens as the plant strives to reach full potential. Bigger leaves form and branches thicken. Vernal Equinox – March 21 – Start of spring
Gibbous phase – Buds and Blossom
The plant starts to bloom as buds and blossom form showing potential. The plant is now established and you can see what it will become. Beltane - May 1st 
Full Moon Phase – Flowers and Fruit
The flower becomes the fruit. The plant puts forth its full sweet bounty. The fruits of its efforts are available for all to see. The fruit ripens. Summer Solstice – June 21 – Start of summer
Disseminating Phase – The Harvest
This is the harvest phase where fruits are harvested. It is the culmination of the plant as it gives up its bounty to others. Lamas - August 1st
Third Quarter – Decomposition
Now the planet begins to decompose and withers. The leaves fall and the remaining flowers make seed pods for next year. Seed pods explode as the plant casts forth its life potential for the following cycle. Fall Equinox – September 21 – Start of Autumn
Balsamic Phase – Rest and Lying Fallow
Seeds become buried in the dark and bulbs stay hidden underground. The plants rest. Nothing is happening as the ground lies fallow. The wait. Halloween – October 31 


Four Waxing Moon Phases
In the waxing half of the Moon’s cycle the four phases are new moon, crescent, first quarter and gibbous.  During the waxing half of the month the light of the Moon is growing.

New Moon
Instinct
You see life through your own eyes, and not the eyes of others. 
Subjective
You are subjective and struggle to see another person’s point of view. 
Starts projects
You enjoy beginning new projects. You are good at starting jobs but not so good at finishing them. You have lots of energy and are independent. 
Emergence
You have the potential to emerge and do good things. At this stage we don’t know.
Self-involved 
Concerned with your life and your issues.
Crescent
Forward
You feel compelled to move forward in your life. You can do this when you have a strong foundation underneath from which to launch. 
Self belief
You have an opportunity to grow in your belief in yourself. As your life unfolds and expands you will become more comfortable with the feelings you have about your future path. 
Eager confidence
You will probably face the future eagerly. In time you probably will develop inner confidence. 


First Quarter
Forceful
You perhaps have the forcefulness of youth and there will likely be much subjective activity throughout your life. You prefer to lay a good base for your future and will take action to make this so. 
Growth and building
You are likely to construct your own plans to suit yourself. Your life is likely to be filled with lots of personal growth and experiences with which you can build a firmer foundation on for your personal future. 
Strong willed
You are usually strong willed and some may even say ruthless. 
Crisis in action
You have controlled energy expenditure. This comes in bursts and much can be done.
Gibbous
Contribute
You generally have a desire to contribute something of value to society. You probably understand broad concepts and may have an impulse to clarify and work towards your personal goals or for a cause. 
Overcome
You are the type of individual who can overcome obstacles. You have a youthful approach to life.
Perfection
There is effort spend to get getter at what you do


Four Waning Moon Phases
The four phases in the waning half of the Moon’s cycle are full moon, disseminating, last quarter and balsamic. 
During the waning half of the lunar cycle the light of the Moon is diminishing.


Full Moon Phase
Clarity
You can see the other person’s point of view and it is clear to you. You are very self aware. You can discriminate between truth and lies. 
Illumination
You can see the big picture and use broad strokes. It is all quite clear to you now.
Mature
You are supremely confident and have a mature outlook on life. You are realistic and accept things as they are.
Relationships
You can build fulfilling relationships confidently. You approach life through an adults eyes, there are no illusions.
Disseminating Phase
Transmit information
You are likely to have the desire to transmit what you have learnt through both study and your personal worldly experiences. Probably you easily disseminate ideas to pass on to others. It is as though you are on a crusade to share your learning. 
Knowledge dispersal
Perhaps you wish to spread your wisdom and knowledge with other people as a disciple would. You can probably use demonstration as a tool to impart your grasp of situations.
Convey Awareness
It is important for you to let others know what you know and share your beliefs with them. You wish to make contact.
Last Quarter Phase
Objective
This indicates that you are fundamentally objective and can pass on your experience and sow seed for the future. 
Crisis in consciousness
You may spend much time reorienting your outlook. You may have a crisis in consciousness and be able to change your beliefs into concrete thoughts. Old values become useless.
Pioneer
You perhaps can be a pioneer in your day and, with time, posterity will appreciate you. You may be tiresome and stubborn.
Readjustment and Reorientation 
You may feel it has all come to naught and that it was not worth the bother. A transformation emerges as you process life’s cycles.

Balsamic Phase
Release
You can become released from issues. You are likely to be visionary and have belief in the future. 
Sacrifice and surrender
You may be called upon to sacrifice something in your life as a martyr perhaps. You need to surrender to the karmic cycle of life.
Closure 
You are good with closure of both relationships and situations but will mourn for what has past.





Aspiring Astrologer Activity
Referring to the following chart
1) 	What is the Sun’s position in degrees and minutes?
2)	What s the Moon’s position in degrees and minutes?
3)	What is the exact angular distance from the Sun to the Moon?
4)	Name the lunar phase
5)	Approximately how much light can we see of the Moon?
6)	Is the Moon in the waxing or waning half of the cycle?
7) 	What is the Sun Moon aspect?
8)	Write a paragraph about the Moon’s position by sign and house.
9)	Write a paragraph about the Moon’s aspect to the Sun.
10)	Write a paragraph about the lunar phase.
11) 	Write a paragraph about the Moon’s other aspects excluding the Sun’s aspect. 
12)	Over which houses, hemispheres and quadrants does the Moon have influence?
13)	Explain the Moon’s essential dignity. 
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:alison:Desktop:charts:bEYONCE NATAL.pdf]
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Retrograde 
Retrograde
Retrograde motion is a phenomenon that occurs due to our vantage point here on Earth when we look at the planets in our Solar system. When astrologers use the term retrograde they are referring to apparent retrograde motion.
Definition: To go or to seem to go backwards, to become worse or to decline.

In a chart a retrograde planet has the letters or symbol “Rx” next to their glyph and degrees. In some charts the planet and degrees are written in red to indicate the planet is retrograde.
A planet that is retrograde is seemingly moving backwards but it is that the Earth is moving forward swifter than the planet in question.
There may be several retrograde planets in each chart or there may be no retrograde planets, it depends on the chart.
In the example chart below, only Chiron is retrograde. Chiron is a superior planet and Chiron is found in the widest aspect, near a trine, to the Sun, which is always an indicator of a retrograde planet.
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:alison:Desktop:charts:bEYONCE NATAL.pdf]


Astronomy of Retrogradation
Retrograde motion affects all the planets with the exception of the Sun and Moon. The luminaries are always direct and never retrograde.
When a planet is retrograde it is closer to the Earth than at other times. As an outer planet draws towards the opposition to the Sun, it becomes well placed for viewing through a telescope, as the full light of the Sun is on the planet.
Station retrograde and Station direct
In a birth chart the station retrograde and station direct points are marked with an “S” symbol for stationary. 
Typically, planets are considered to be stationary when they are within an orb of 0°10’ of the station. The orb depends on the aspect set settings in your computer program. 
The slower the planet the longer it lingers in the orb of the station.
How retrograde periods are shown in an ephemeris
In an ephemeris all retrograde periods are indicated by a capital “R” and are shaded. When the retrograde period is complete a capital “D” for direct is printed.

[image: Macintosh HD:Users:alison:Desktop:charts:bEYONCE NATAL.pdf]

Retrograde Interpretation
Retrograde planet expression
A retrograde planet in a natal chart is retracing its steps over the same degree and minutes of the zodiac as it passed before birth. The planet would have crossed that spot in the zodiac previously (moving direct) and is now retrograding back over a previously passed area of the sign. It is going back over what has gone before and symbolically this imparts a reduced energy flow to the planet. 
Retrograde motion is as if you are jogging down the road quite confidently, and then you realize you dropped your keys, so you stop and walk backwards looking for them, then pick them up and start to jog forwards again.
This shows that retrograde motion is much slower than direct motion.


Reduced expression of the planet
The state of being retrograde appears to change a planet from its natural urges and direction and cause it to manifest effects similar to its opposite planetary pair attributes such as:
· Venus/Mars (female/male)
· Jupiter/Saturn (expand/contract)
The sign of the retrograde
The sign in which the planet retrogrades needs to be considered. A planet may retrograde over one or two signs.
A Retrograde sign ruler
When a retrograde planet rules a sign, it takes momentum from that sign and makes it harder for that planet to rule the sign in a confident way. Any planets in a sign ruled by a retrograde planet may show their own urges more so than the sign placement may indicate.
A Retrograde house ruler
When a retrograde planet rules a house, the affairs of that house may initially be thwarted and held in abeyance until later in life when the retrograde planet stations direct by progression (more on this is the forecasting course).



Retrograde Notes on the Luminaries
Sun and Moon
This is a joke so do not get caught.
The Sun and Moon are never retrograde!
To say someone has a retrograde Sun is an old astrology joke.
Retrograde planets suggest re- words 
Re do 		You have to re-do what was done before.
Repeat		You have to repeat something previously done.
Review		You have to go over things again.
Revisit		You have to revisit a situation or project.
Reverse 	You have to reverse your attitude.
Re think 	You have to rethink your ideas.
Restraint 	You have to be restrained.
Regrets	You have regrets about something that has happened.
Restriction	You are restricted by the existing situation
Reiterate	You have to reiterate and repeat yourself.
Reply		You have to reply to comments made before.

Retrograde Motion Cycle
Normally a planet which is direct moves along at a regular pace. As planets approach their retrograde period the movement changes in the following way:
· The planet enters its shadow period
· The planet slows down  
· The planet appears to stop (stations retrograde)  
· The planet begins to move retrograde (at a slower speed than when direct)
· After a few weeks or months, the planet slows down again 
· The planet appears to stop (stations direct) 
· The planet begins to move direct again and gets back to speed in its shadow period
· The planet leaves the shadow period
Retrograde motion sequence:
· Direct motion (D)
· Stations retrograde (SRx or S))
· Retrograde motion (Rx)
· Stations direct (SD or S)
· Direct motion (D) 
Retrograde period
In each retrograde period a planet will make its two stations at particular degrees and minutes of the zodiac. Each retrograde period will cover a different part of the zodiac and will last for a varying amount of time.
The shadow
The section of the zodiac where the planet will retrograde is known as the shadow period. The planet enters the shadow, moving direct, before the actual retrograde period starts. 
After the retrograde period (when the planet stations direct), the planet remains in the shadow, moving direct, until the planet passes the original station retrograde point again. 




The Inferior Planets Retrograde
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:alison:Desktop:images.jpeg]

Mercury Retrograde
Mercury is probably the most well-known retrograde planet where it is even common knowledge outside astrological circles. Mercury is usually retrograde for three weeks and about three times a year or every four months. In any one year Mercury will typically retrograde in the same element then the retrograde period shifts into another element.
Mercury retrograde keywords
· Suggests a hesitation in learning and school life
· Indicates that learning to read and write may be slower
· Considers thoroughly before contracting or speaking
· Rehearses to eliminate imperfect speech
Remember Mercury rules the nervous system delivering messages to and from the brain.

Mercury retrograde oriental
· Quiet, retiring
· Reviews and weighs all angles before speaking
· Deep thinker, contemplates
· Reviews information and files for the future
Mercury retrograde occidental
· Shy
· Nervous
· Shaky hands and spidery writing
· Halting speech, may lisp or stutter
· Ultimately accomplished in education


Venus Retrograde
Venus is retrograde about every eighteen months for about forty days (six weeks). Venus’s retrograde motion begins when she is one sign ahead of the Sun, and direct motion resumes when she is one sign behind the Sun. Venus rules the feminine principle and is a receiver of both material goods and love.
· Suggests a hesitancy in giving and receiving love
· Indicates time is needed to appreciate money 
· Seems like another Mars
· Ability to acquire material possessions
· Early in life financial reversals, then acquires financial savvy
· May be tactless and rude, learns social skills the hard way
· 



The Superior Planets Retrograde
The superior planets are retrograde every year except Mars, which is on an almost two year retrograde cycle. 
The superior planets begin their retrograde periods when they are near the trine to the Sun. Whilst the Sun travels the four months (i.e. one third of the chart) towards the next trine, the superior planets are retrograde. At the point when the Sun passes the perfect to the trine the superior planets again begin direct motion.
When a superior planet is in opposition to the Sun it is always retrograde.
[image: ]

Mars retrograde
Mars is retrograde every twenty-two months for about eleven weeks
· Suggests a hesitance in assertive matters
· Retains anger inside
Jupiter retrograde
Jupiter is retrograde for four months and direct for nine months
· Suggests a hesitancy in vision, expansion, and philosophy
Saturn retrograde
Saturn is retrograde for about four and a half months 
· Suggests a hesitancy in establishing boundaries, and limitations
Uranus retrograde
Uranus is retrograde for about five months 
· Suggests a hesitancy in expressing uniqueness and original ideas
Neptune retrograde
Neptune is retrograde about six months
· Suggests a hesitancy in sleep patterns and dreams
Pluto retrograde
Pluto is retrograde about six months
· Suggests a hesitancy in establishing a personal power base



Aspiring Astrologer Activity: Retrogrades
Referring to the chart for Einstein below:

a)	Which planet is retrograde?

b)	Are any planets stationary?

c)	[image: Macintosh HD:Users:alison:Desktop:Einstein.pdf]Write the retrograde planet’s complex using astrological short form code.

d)	Delineate the retrograde planet in this chart and suggest how it may have manifested in his life.

GeneralAlbert Einstein
11:30am, 
14 March 1879, 
Ulm, Germany


e)	Which two types of planetary station are there?
f)	How is the retrograde period shown in an ephemeris?
g) 	At what point in the retrograde cycle does a planet enter and leave its shadow period?
h)	Which two planets never go retrograde?
i)	How often does Mercury go retrograde each year?
j)	Which planet is generally retrograde every second year?
k)	Which planet has the shortest retrograde periods?
l)	What is the typical aspect at which the superior planets go retrograde; square, trine, or opposition?
Your Chart
m)	Do you have a retrograde chart ruler?
n)	Choose one planet that is retrograde and interpret it fully. (500 words)


[bookmark: _Toc290515621][bookmark: _Toc358365658]Lesson 14: Chart Rulers and Signatures

The Planets as Chart Rulers
The chart ruler is the planet that rules the sign on the ascendant.
As the zodiac turns every planet gets to rule the chart as its own sign takes up the ascendant sign.
Chart overlays
When a particular sign is on the ascendant then we can see that the signs will be on the other house cusps in sequence.
Each sign lies on a house cups in order but not if there are intercepted signs. A chart overlay will indicate that certain signs will be on the house cusps and we can discuss them in relation to the chart ruler.



The Chart Ruler in the Houses
When the chart ruler is in the different houses its drive is modified in line with the house. 
Very often this is the main thrust of a person’s life.


When the chart ruler is in the first house
You are the embodiment of the ruling planet. This is a very strong position for the chart ruler.
When the chart ruler is in the second house
You want to go through life by using your own resources and talents. Relying on yourself and doing it for yourself.
When the chart ruler is in the third house
You want to communicate exactly who you are to others. You can be a conduit for information.
When the chart ruler is in the fourth house
You are a product of your family and parents. You want to go from whence you came and create yourself a better future.
When the chart ruler is in the fifth house
Your creative drive is tantamount to your existence. You enjoy life to the full.
When the chart ruler is in the sixth house
You pursue self-improvement of your skills and talents through the nature of the ruling planet. A workaholic.

When the chart ruler is in the seventh house
You see yourself through the partners you choose. You may dominate your relationships.
When the chart ruler is in the eighth house
You have the urge to transform your life through change and renewal. You will take extreme measures to get there.
When the chart ruler is in the ninth house
You want to expand yourself through education and understanding of the larger issues in life. The jpurney is all with this placement.
When the chart ruler is in the tenth house
You strive to establish yourself in the world and will focus on this against all odds. You micro manage.
When the chart ruler is in the eleventh house
You want to be an individual in a group with many connections and use the internet.
When the chart ruler is in the twelfth house
You tend to live alone or apart from the rest of humanity. You seek solace in privacy. This is a weak placement for the chart ruler.



The Luminaries as Chart Rulers

The Sun as Chart Ruler
Leo overlay
First house cusp Leo
Presents themselves in a dramatic way.
Second house cusp Virgo
Careful with pennies but not so much the big money.
Third house cusp Libra
Sees school as even handed and fair.
Fourth house cusp Scorpio
Keeps their home life private.
Fifth house cusp Sagittarius
Has a broad creative life with many projects on the go.
Sixth house cusp Capricorn
Work ethic is good, arrives on time and is a good employee.
Seventh house cusp Aquarius
Marries an unlikely person.
Eight house cusp Pisces
Has sympathy for those who have passed over.
Ninth house cusp Aries
May decide to travel on a whim.
Tenth house cusp Taurus
Can achieve a solid career path in a tradition field.
Eleventh house cusp Gemini
Has a variety of friends not all the same.
Twelfth house cusp Cancer
Takes care of their imagination.
The Moon as Chart Ruler
Cancer overlay
First house cusp Cancer
Is soft and round looking.
Second house cusp Leo
Spends on gifts for others.
Third house cusp Virgo
Loves school and reading.
Fourth house cusp Libra
Has a beautiful and tranquil home.
Fifth house cusp Scorpio
Loves dating and the opposite sex.
Sixth house cusp Sagittarius
Works overseas, hitchhikes for jobs.
Seventh house cusp Capricorn
Marries up and well if not for love.
Eight house cusp Aquarius
Can be experimental in the bedroom.
Ninth house cusp Pisces
Religion and prayer is important.
Tenth house cusp Aries
The sign of the entrepreneur.
Eleventh house cusp Taurus
Has a steady group of friends.
Twelfth house cusp Gemini
Reads in bed at night before sleep.




Mercury as Chart Ruler 

Gemini overlay

First house cusp Gemini
Always looks different and has many looks.
Second house cusp Cancer
Good saver. Takes care of the money.
Third house cusp Leo
Tantrums when at school.
Fourth house cusp Virgo
Clean home if a bit cold.
Fifth house cusp Libra
Loves romance and falling in love.
Sixth house cusp Scorpio
Daily rituals sooth any demons.
Seventh house cusp Sagittarius
Marries a foreigner.
Eight house cusp Capricorn
Debt is curtailed. Lives a long life.
Ninth house cusp Aquarius
Loves travelling alone.
Tenth house cusp Pisces
A career in the arts or support services.
Eleventh house cusp Aries
Males friends.
Twelfth house cusp Taurus
Has little imagination.
Virgo overlay

First house cusp Virgo
Well-coordinated look.
Second house cusp Libra
Spends on beautiful things.
Third house cusp Scorpio
Stays in local neighbourhood.
Fourth house cusp Sagittarius
Rambling home and separated family.
Fifth house cusp Capricorn
Falls in loves for life. Lost loves hurt.
Sixth house cusp Aquarius
Intellectual employee.
Seventh house cusp Pisces
Marries someone who has a dream.
Eight house cusp Aries
Active sex life.
Ninth house cusp Taurus
Armchair traveler.	
Tenth house cusp Gemini
Career in communications.
Eleventh house cusp Cancer
Family are friends.
Twelfth house cusp Leo
Subtle private drama in their life.

Venus as Chart Ruler

Taurus overlay
First house cusp Taurus
Projects a calm demeanor.
Second house cusp Gemini
Attracts a variety of income streams.
Third house cusp Cancer
Is happy to remain in the local neighborhood as home.
Fourth house cusp Leo
The home has an impressive front door.
Fifth house cusp Virgo
Can be critical of dates.
Sixth house cusp Libra
Requires a balanced work/home life.
Seventh house cusp Scorpio
Makes deep connections with spouse.
Eight house cusp Sagittarius
Debts can get out of hand and run away.
Ninth house cusp Capricorn
Achieves higher education.
Tenth house cusp Aquarius
Wants to be known as a humanitarian.
Eleventh house cusp Pisces
Associates are many and varied.
Twelfth house cusp Aries
May drive at night to clear the head.

Libra overlay
First house cusp Libra
Beautiful or handsome features.
Second house cusp Scorpio
Values others dedicated support.
Third house cusp Sagittarius
School is an adventure.
Fourth house cusp Capricorn
Home has cool and crisp interior design. 
Fifth house cusp Aquarius
Loves spontaneity.
Sixth house cusp Pisces
Believes their work is important. 
Seventh house cusp Aries
Marries in haste, repents at leisure.
Eight house cusp Taurus
Understands the importance of stability.
Ninth house cusp Gemini
Talks a lot about travels.
Tenth house cusp Cancer
Feels a family business is best.
Eleventh house cusp Leo
Friends are extravagant.
Twelfth cusp Virgo
Down time is appreciated



Mars as Chart Ruler
Aries overlay

First house cusp Aries
Strong physique.
Second house cusp Taurus
Money is amassed slowly.
Third house cusp Gemini
School was enlightening.
Fourth house cusp Cancer
Home and family are important.
Fifth house cusp Leo
Children bring pleasure.
Sixth house cusp Virgo
Works hard all life.
Seventh house cusp Libra
Relationships are important.
Eight house cusp Scorpio
Has many secrets.
Ninth house cusp Sagittarius
Philosophy and religion are interesting.
Tenth house cusp Capricorn
Achieves high status in the world.
Eleventh house cusp Aquarius
Friends are intellectually stimulating.
Twelfth house cusp Pisces
Enjoys a peaceful life.

Jupiter as Chart Ruler
Sagittarius overlay

First house cusp Sagittarius
Outgoing personality.
Second house cusp Capricorn
Frugal with money.
Third house cusp Aquarius
Commutes in strange ways.
Fourth house cusp Pisces
Home is hard to find.
Fifth house cusp Aries
Competing in sport brings pleasure.
Sixth house cusp Taurus
Works well and likes it.
Seventh house cusp Gemini
Needs a partner to talk to.
Eight house cusp Cancer
Secure and safe with secrets.
Ninth house cusp Leo
Generous with their knowledge.
Tenth house cusp Virgo
Detailed in the work and career.
Eleventh house cusp Libra
Friends provide balance.
Twelfth house cusp Scorpio
Optimistic about hidden outcomes.




Saturn as Chart Ruler
Capricorn overlay

First house cusp Capricorn
Serious disposition.
Second house cusp Aquarius
Buys tech stuff wisely.
Third house cusp Pisces
Walks the neighbourhood footpath routes.
Fourth house cusp Aries
Home has limited space in the attic.
Fifth house cusp Taurus
Children are well spaced out.
Sixth house cusp Gemini
Works in strict communications.
Seventh house cusp Cancer
Legal matters with family.
Eight house cusp Leo
Restrained enthusiasm in the bedroom.
Ninth house cusp Virgo
Respects the ins and outs of foreign cultures.
Tenth house cusp Libra
Slow to find a balance in their career.
Eleventh house cusp Scorpio
Secret friends and alliances.
Twelfth house cusp Sagittarius
Judges others private lives.

Uranus as Chart Ruler
Aquarius overlay

First house cusp Aquarius
Wild hair and clothes.
Second house cusp Pisces
Money slips through their fingers.
Third house cusp Aries
Jogs the streets.
Fourth house cusp Taurus
Home an family is all that matters.
Fifth house cusp Gemini
Has good chat-up lines, flirts.
Sixth house cusp Cancer
Daily rituals are completed.
Seventh house cusp Leo
Partner is grandiose and stylish.
Eight house cusp Virgo
Careful with borrowing money but still does so.
Ninth house cusp Libra
Seeks to meet others when travelling.
Tenth house cusp Scorpio
Requires care at work to avoid a toxic environment.
Eleventh house cusp Sagittarius
Lots of acquaintances and busy social life.
Twelfth house cusp Capricorn
Finds composure through meditation.


Neptune as Chart Ruler
Pisces overlay

First house cusp Pisces
Dreamy personality.
Second house cusp Aries
Earns and spends well. Suffers from buyers remorse.
Third house cusp Taurus
Keeps going at school.
Fourth house cusp Gemini
Believes communication is key with family.
Fifth house cusp Cancer
Cares for children but allows them to blossom.
Sixth house cusp Leo
Likes cats as pets.
Seventh house cusp Virgo
Chooses partner by and believes the little things matter.
Eight house cusp Libra
Has the impression the partner is cheating.
Ninth house cusp Scorpio
Travel is transformative.
Tenth house cusp Sagittarius
Enjoys their magical outdoors life.
Eleventh house cusp Capricorn
Takes enlightenment groups seriously.
Twelfth house cusp Aquarius
Finds solace in peaceful contemplation of science.
Pluto as Chart Ruler
Scorpio overlay

First house cusp Scorpio
Has a powerful personality and presence.
Second house cusp Sagittarius
Finances are either very good or very challenging.
Third house cusp Capricorn
They are a perpetual student of human nature.
Fourth house cusp Aquarius
Home may be a commune or private.
Fifth house cusp Pisces
Their lovers are deeply intuitive.
Sixth house cusp Aries
Yoga is actively transformative.
Seventh house cusp Taurus
Wants a sensitive partner who understand them.
Eight house cusp Gemini
Discusses deeper issues intensely.
Ninth house cusp Cancer
Enjoys cruise vacations.
Tenth house cusp Leo
Intensely wants a life with status.
Eleventh house cusp Virgo
Deeply critical of groups but goes anyway.
Twelfth house cusp Libra
Likes special moments alone with their partner.


Aspiring Astrologer Activity: Chart rulers
Referring to the chart for Einstein:

1)	Which sign is the ascendant?

2)	Which planet rules the chart? 

3)	In which sign and house is the chart ruler?

4)	List the chart ruler’s aspects

5	Which signs are intercepted?

6)	Which planets are in intercepted signs? What does this mean for those planets?

7)	Which planet does not have a house cusp to rule?

8)	Discuss the chart overlay and the 12 house cusps covered by this overlay. [image: Macintosh HD:Users:alison:Desktop:Einstein.pdf]
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[bookmark: _Toc265765604]The Astronomy of the Lunar Nodes  

Luminaries path intersection
The Moon’s path is angled at five degrees to the plane of the ecliptic (The Sun’s path). 
The Moon crosses the plane of the ecliptic twice a month, once travelling north and once going south.
The Moon’s nodes are found at the point where the Moon crosses the ecliptic moving north (NN) and moving south (SN). 
Eclipses
When the Sun is near the conjunction to the nodes which is roughly every six months, or the time the Sun takes to move half way around the zodiac, there is the chance of a solar eclipse or a lunar eclipse.
Lunar nodal axis
The Moon’s nodes are an axis with the North Node at one end and the South Node at the other end. Some charts only show the North Node and you can determine the South Node’s position as directly opposite.
Mean and true nodes
The mean node is the average placement of the Moon. 
· The Moon’s mean nodes are always retrograde as they precess through the signs in longitude. 
· The Moon’s true nodes can be direct, stationary or retrograde.
Planetary nodes
All the planets (except the Sun) have north and south nodes. For example: Pluto’s nodes are at +/- 20 degrees Cancer and Capricorn.
Nodal speed
The nodes precess at a rate of approx..18.6 years through the whole zodiac. At age 19, 38 and 56 it is a nodal return. 
Nodes in signs
The nodes spend around eighteen months in each sign.


The Meaning of the Nodes
The North Node <
(The dragon’s head Caput draconis)
· Connections to new people
· Meetings, get-togethers and rendezvous
· Things that happen at a hub (computer routers, airports)
· Your current incarnation – this life
· Your karmic objectives
· Related to consciousness
· Your future - growth

The South Node >
(The dragon’s tail Cauda draconis)
· Connections with people from your past
· Things you already know
· Your past incarnations – past lives
· Related to unconsciousness
· Your past - stagnation


Nodal interpretation	
The nodal complex
The north and south nodes are usually interpreted as an axis. 
· Note the zodiac sign polarity
· Note the two houses 
· Aspects from the Moon to the nodes need careful consideration
· Conjunctions to a node are very important
· Squares to the nodal axis need consideration

Personal eclipse points
In a natal chart the nodal positions are referred to as personal eclipse points as they show where the eclipses would have been that year.

Nodal degrees
The degree of the north and south nodes is known as your nodal degree and any planet on that degree as important in the nodal interpretation.


[image: Macintosh HD:Users:alison:Desktop:charts:Stephen King natal.pdf]Stephen King’s Nodal complex
NN TA
NN 11th

SN SC
SN 5th

NN-180-JP, SN-0-JP
NN-120-SU, SN-60-SU
NN-60-MA, SN-120-MA


Aspects to the nodes
If a planet aspects one node it usually also aspects the other node, except for some of the trine/sextiles as the sextile aspect orb is only 4 and the trine is 8 degrees.

Conjunctions/oppositions
The planet conjunct the node will influence the nodal axis in a strong way suggest: 
· Being pulled forward in life (north node conjunction) or by 
· Being held back by your past (south node conjunction).

Squares to the nodal axis
Planets square will aspect both the north and the south nodes in a square and will in a way stop either future or past dominating the life. This person may not move forward without great challenges.

The Lunar Nodes in the Signs


Aries – Libra
North node in Aries fears but should push towards independence.
South node in Libra falls back to the partner to find balance.
Taurus – Scorpio
North node Taurus fears but should push towards stability.
South node in Scorpio falls back on reliability.
Gemini – Sagittarius
North node in Gemini fears but should push towards communication. 
South node in Sagittarius falls back on adventure.
Cancer Capricorn
North node in Cancer fears but should push towards self reliance.
South node in Capricorn falls back on the tried and tested.
Leo – Aquarius
North node in Leo fears but should push towards creativity.
South node in Aquarius falls back on being awkward.
Virgo – Pisces
North node in Virgo fears but should push towards kindness.
South node in Pisces falls back on the sympathy of others.

Libra – Aries
North node in Libra fears but should push towards finding a partner.
South node in Aries falls back on attacking others.
Scorpio – Taurus
North node in Scorpio fears but should push towards transformation.
South node in Taurus falls back on resisting change.
Sagittarius – Gemini
North node in Sagittarius fears but should push towards philosophy.
South node in Gemini falls back on empty comments and gossip.
Capricorn – Cancer
North node in Capricorn fears but should push towards setting goals in life..
South node in Cancer falls back on withdrawing to home.
Aquarius – Leo
North node in Aquarius fears but should push towards being humble.
South node in Leo falls back on arrogance.
Pisces – Virgo
North node in Pisces fears but should push towards empathy and support.
South node in Virgo falls back on criticism.




The Lunar Nodes in the Houses


First – Seventh houses
North node first house is the quest to take a leadership role
South node seventh house is the quest to influence others.
Second – Eighth houses
North node second house is the quest to establish personal security.
South node eighth house is the quest to  enable others financially.
Third – Ninth houses
North node third house is the quest to know before speaking your mind.
South node ninth house is the quest to realize that knowledge is already in you.
Fourth – Tenth houses
North node in the fourth house is the quest for security in life.
South node in the tenth house is the quest for a status conscious family.
Fifth – Eleventh houses
North node in the fifth house os the quest to procreate and take risks in life.
South node in the eleventh house is the quest to find allies.
Sixth – Twelfth houses
North node in the sixth house is the quest to have a satisfying work ethic.
South node in the twelfth house is the quest to understand the meaning of life.

Seventh – First houses
North node in the seventh house is the quest for a partner.
South node in the first house is the quest for self happiness.
Eighth – Second houses
North node in the eighth house is the quest for deeper understanding.
South node in the second is the quest for self respect.
Ninth – Third houses
North node in the ninth house is the quest for knowledge.
South node in the third house is the quest for learning.
Tenth – Fourth houses
North node in the tenth house is the quest to do well in life.
South node in the fourth house is the quest to be supported by family.
Eleventh – Fifth houses
North node in the eleventh house is the quest to collaborate with others.
South node in the fifth house is the quest to be sure about things.
Twelfth – Sixth houses
North node in the twelfth house is the quest for understanding.
South node in the sixth house is the quest for daily work.


Aspiring Astrologer Activity
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:alison:Desktop:Mike Brown.pdf]Referring to the chart below:

1) 	Determine the ASC complex

2) 	Determine the chart ruler complex 

3) 	Determine the Moon complex

4) 	Name the Lunar phase
Michael E Brown 
2:35pm, June 5, 1965, 
Huntsville, Alabama, USA
Rodden (C)


5) 	Determine the Lunar Nodal complex

6)  	Interpret the Lunar Nodal complex


Optional questions - referring to your own chart

7)	Name your Lunar Phase

8)	Determine your ascendant complex and your chart ruler(s) complex 

9)	Determine your Moon complex and your Lunar Nodal complex
[bookmark: _Toc290515625][bookmark: _Toc358365660]Lesson 16: Natal Chart Interpretation 2


Gathering Threads
Making notes
It is a good ideas to make notes about each chart you work on and all professional astrologers will take preliminary notes as a "one page" before they start the real thing.
Margin and body
I use a two column method for astrological note taking.
Place the astrology short form code in the margin and the interpretation in plain English in the body on the right.
General reading 
For a general reading I typically go through all the features of the balances, ascendant complex, chart ruler complex, Sun complex and Moon complex.
Specific reading for love life
For a specific reading on the love life I will focus on; Venus, Mars, the 5th and 7th houses and Pluto.



Interpretation example - General Reading
Princess Charlotte Elizabeth Diana is just born, and we can speculate about her life. From an astrological perspective this is what charts were made for, analyzing someone’s chart before we know anything about them, or their lives.

[image: ]Balances
EH: strong 5
Polarity: Active 5 strong
Elements: balance
Cardinal weak: MO
Q3: strong 4
TDH3: strong 4
Ascendant complex
ASC CN
ASC-120-NE
ASC-120-MC
ASC-90-NN, ASC-90-SN
Chart Ruler complex
MO LI
MO 5th
MO rules 1st and 2nd
MO-120-VE
MO-180-UR
MO-90-PL
Sun complex
SU TA 
SU 11th
SU rules 3rd house
SU-90-JP
SU-60-NE
SU-120-PL
SU-72-MC

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]

Water, ASC CN, ASC-120-NE, NE dig., 
ASC-120-MC
ASC-90-NN, ASC-90-SN

MO LI, MO-120-VE

MO 5th
MO rules 1st and 2nd

SU TA 

MO-180-UR, MO-90-PL

SU rules 3rd house

MO 5th, SU-90-JP

Q3, TDH3, SU 11th, SU-60-NE

SU TA, SU-120-PL, 
SU-90-JP. MC PI

SA 6th
MO 5th 
PL 7th 

MO 5th
MA, ME (dig.), VE 12th 
MA 12th 


The Royal Princess - Interpretation
There will be a dreamy look to her, and she will prefer watery colors like turquoise, aqua and sea green. She may use her personal impression to fuel her life in the world stage.
She will be very aware of who she is and where she came from and exactly what she is expected to do in this life. She will rely on her instincts for her grace and to make others feel at ease. This is an indicator for a people’s person as she has empathy for others. She may see herself as a champion for others.
Her mother Kate will be the most influential person in her life, and she will be very well cared for and loved. Her self-worth and values will be instilled in her mainly by her mother who will want her to be well rounded and down to earth. She has a beautiful mother and we know this already.
She is following the Royal Family’s trend of having Taurus prominent as does Queen Elizabeth and many others with her Sun in Taurus. This is the sign of stability and those who prevail against all weather.
As a teenager this child will rebel about her expected behavior and we can expect some outrageous outbursts at that time. She is likely to be very aware of how her actions are perceived and she will transform herself and her natural reactions and is likely to very composed and not let the side or the Family down. She will be fun loving and happy to take some risks in life. This child will enjoy excitement and games that thrill.
Her chart suggest she will have many friends and acquaintances and this we know as she will not be short of those who want to know her. She will associate herself with causes and groups who she sees as doing the most good things and she will give her name to those.
Her personal identity and brand will probably be the most powerful and influential at the time. She will grow from strength to strength and will be a strong person on the global stage. There is likely to be some extravagant behavior and she will be a Princess in the spotlight all her life. 
We can expect her pick up a strong round of “work” as the royals do, and she will pull her weight when the time comes. She will be much loved by the people and I suspect she will be compared to Diana for her good works. 
She will know her place and play it with relish but there will be a very private side as well. She will be the master of discretion where her personal life is concerned will surround herself with staunch allies who defend her at all costs. 
This chart indicates she will have a place that will be dynamic and gain momentum the older she becomes.



Interpretation examples – Love life questions
When faced with a love life or romance questions from your clients here are some suggestions to begin the interpretation.
Venus complex (love)
· Venus’ sign?
· Venus’ house?
· Venus’ aspects (aspect between Mars and Venus)?
· Venus rules which house(s)?
· Venus is disposed by which planet?
· Which planet rules the house that Venus is in? (Venus’ house ruler)
Fifth house (romance and love affairs) 
· Sign on cusp of fifth house?
· Which planet rules the fifth house cusp?
· Planets (tenants) in the fifth house
Seventh house (partnership and marriage)
· Sign on cusp of seventh house?
· Which planet rules the descendant?
· Planets (tenants) in the seventh house
Mars complex (the chase)
· Mars’ sign?
· Mars’ house?
· Mars’ aspects?
· Mars rules which houses?
· Mars is disposed by which planet?
· Which planet rules the house that Mars is in? (Mars’ house ruler)
Pluto (libido)
Does Pluto aspect Venus, Mars or the fifth or seventh house ruler?


Love Life example chart
Beyoncé Knowles
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:alison:Desktop:bEYONCE NATAL.pdf]11:15am, 
September 4, 1981
Houston, TX, USA







Venus complex
VE LI 12th, VE rules 7th and 12th
VE-0-JP, VE-60-NE, VE-0-PL and 
VE-90-POF.
5th house complex
5th cusp PI vacant, 
5th ruler JP 12th LI.
5th ruler NE 2nd SG 
7th house complex
7th cusp TA, 
7th ruler VE 12th LI
CH Rx 7th TA
Note VE (5th ruler) and JP (7th ruler) are conjunct (VE-0-JP)
Mars complex (The chase)
MA 9th LE
MA-60-ME, MA-120-UR, MA-90-ASC, MA-0-MC, MA-0-NN and MA-180-SN.
Pluto libido
PL 12th LI, PL-30-MO, PL-0-VE, PL-60-NE, PL-90-NN/SN and PL-90-POF.


Brief interpretation for love life



[image: ]Beyoncé
This woman has an incredibly private love life (VE 12th) she is far more complex that we can see (VE-0-JP and VE-0-PL, LI 12th). 
Although we do see her is a dramatic way (LE MC-0-MA) that can only be the tip of the iceberg for her.
This chart has no planets in the fifth. Therefore we look at the condition of the planets that rule the fifth romance house. In this case it is Pisces on the fifth house cusp so Jupiter and Neptune are the planets to look at. We would look at these two planetary complexes in greater detail.
When romance happens for her it quickly turns into love and get serious soon (5th ruler and 7th ruler are conjunct). She may not even see the different stages of meeting someone, falling in love and taking it to the next level because for her it may be all in one go. So romantic relationships will be very important to her. 
Chiron in the seventh can suggest initial heartache in her personal relations and this will improve over time especially after her Chiron return at around age fifty. That Chiron is the focal planet of her yod points to the personal relationships she has as not always easy (Chiron) although this can indicate a mentor who may help her along.
This is a classic chart for falling in love.
She will be competitive (MA-0-MC) and actively look for a guy who is very confident and established in himself. She will not appreciate wilting men or those who are needy. There will probably be many heated conversations (MA-60-ME) but these connections will form the basis of the connection between herself and her man. 
She will want to fully understand how men’s minds works and spend time with her romantic partner. A distance relationship will not appeal to her although she will like to have modern men or partners (MA-120-UR).
We can only imagine the expansive love she has to offer (JP-0-VE) and with the rulers of the fifth and the seventh conjoined in the 12th house we probably will never know. As outsiders and considering her as a public figure and not as someone in her close circle.




Final thoughts
Chart interpretation is not a skill that can be learnt overnight. You will need to invest some time to practice your chart analysis.

A competent astrologer
To become a competent astrologer, you need to spend at least one hour per day (or seven hours each week) in:
· studying charts
· practicing with charts
· reading astrology books 
· reading astrology trade journals
· doing research
· attending classes 
· doing online courses
· attending astrology lectures  
· attending astrology conferences

A great astrologer
On the other hand, if you want to be a great astrologer you need to double the hours you spend each week boning up on astrology. Yes, that’s right, it means at least fourteen hours every week in immersed study.
As a general rule of thumb, a student needs at least twelve months of preparation before commencing a chart interpretation with confidence, or to write a level one exam.


Aspiring Astrologer Activity
Using the chart for Picasso below as a reference, and imagine that he was your first client, please answer the following questions:

· Find another source for his birth details. 
· How long do you expect to discuss his chart?
· What areas can you confidently explore in his chart now? 
· Print out your personal privacy statement.
· List his balances strengths. 
· List his balances weaknesses. 
· List his ascendant complex. 
· List his charts ruler(s) complex. 
· List his Sun complex. 
· List his Moon complex.
· Write a one page natal interpretation of this chart[image: ]. Use the two column method.
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Alison Price is a professional astrologer (since 1980) with a certificate from the Faculty of Astrological Studies, London, England. 
Alison believes, “It’s not what you have, it’s what you have to give” and she lives by this mantra in her daily life. 
She encourages you to explore your unique creativity and live a satisfying life through your personal astrology. She offers her insights from the heart and with a sense of humor. 
Alison sees her role as one of providing enlightenment to you through helping you find your path in life. She believes in enabling you to discover your own true purpose and personal journey.
She is a wife and mother who loves cats, creative crochet and herb gardening. She comes from a family line of enlightened women. She is a second generation astrologer as her mother practiced astrology. Her late grandmother read teacups and her sister is a gifted Tarot reader. Alison lives in Vancouver with her husband.
Connect with Alison online
Email: allie@starzology.com
Website: www.starzology.com
Publications by Alison Price 
Introduction to Astrology - beginners
Introduction to Natal Chart Analysis – intermediate
Your Oriental Planet
Your Money Planets
How to Set Up and Run Your Prosperous Astrology Business
Writing and editing
Editor of the Canadian Association for Astrological Education’s magazine (CAAE) “IDEAS” (2015 to present)
Astrology Community 
Board consultant – CAAE (2014-2019)
President - Astrology Vancouver Group (2012-2013)
Board - Astrology Toronto (2010)

How to Start A Starzology Astrology Discussion Group

If you are thinking of getting one or two friends together and creating a Starzology astrology discussion group to explore this eBook together, here are some ideas to get you started.



Who to invite
It is my belief that those who can benefit from knowing you will appear at the right time. We naturally gravitate towards like-minded people and you may find there is an elemental attraction amongst the people you invite. For instance, predominantly fire and air people get together, and earth and water students are naturally attracted to each other. It is not only the Sun signs that causes attraction, but the overall elemental count and the ascendant has much to say about initial sparks between people.
Have weekly meetings
The Introduction to Astrology with Q and A is written in sections where you learn in a logical manner. Working through the building locks of astrology. Each chapter represents one week’s work.
Review the answers to the questions as homework:
Answer the questions and have a homework review at the start of every meeting. You are not expected to get everything fight first time. Learning is all about taking a subject and approaching it from various points by hearing other peoples take on the material. In this way you can learn and understand via different routes sparking synapses which aids memory and knowledge.
Each person has a birth chart
You do need a chart in front of you if you are exploring astrology. Even experienced astrologers will continue to work with their own chart for personal growth.
Set the defaults
Make sure everyone is on the same page. This means everyone’s working birth chart needs to be a) in the same house system (Placidus), b) be on the same zodiac (tropical) and c) have the same default aspect orbs.
Enjoy yourself
Make each session an enjoyable experience. Astrology is not all gloom and doom and you will do well to look for the upside in all interpretations.
It is my experience that astrology students often sign up to repeat the Introduction to Natal Chart Analysis classes. There is an awful lot to be understood and it cannot always be grasped the first time around. Consider running a repeat/review discussion group for those who feel the need. Your instincts will guide you.
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Appendix II - Glossary of terms
The following glossary of terms covers most astrological words used in modern astrology.



Air Sign: The three air signs are Gemini, Libra and Aquarius.
Ascendant: The ascendant is the point on the zodiac that was rising at the eastern hemisphere at the time of your birth.
Aspect: An angular connection between planets and points in a chart. Expressed in degrees and minutes.
Besieged: A planet found between the traditional malefic planets Mars and Saturn is besieged. It is under pressure and may not function well.
Cardinal sign: The cardinal signs are Aries, Cancer, Libra and Capricorn.
Celestial Equator: The celestial equator is the projected line of the Earth’s equator drawn on the backdrop of the universe. Measurements are made from this.”
Constellation: A constellation is a group of stars.
Diurnal: Things that pertain to the day.
Earth Sign: The earth signs are Taurus, Virgo and Capricorn.
Election Chart: An election chart is cast to find a future time to do something e.g. a wedding election.
Element: The four elements are fire, earth, air and water.
Ephemeris: A book that shows all the planets positions on any given day and other interesting facts.
Equinox: The two equinoxes occur when the Sun is at zero latitude north or south. The dates are around on March 21st and September 21st each year.
Essential Dignity: Planets have essential dignity when they are placed in signs of rulership, exaltation, fall or detriment. Also, term and face are essential dignities.
Exaltation: A planet in its sign of exaltation is considered well placed in the sign.
Fall: Planets in fall are in the signs opposite their signs of exaltation.
Fire Sign: The fire signs are Aries, Leo and Sagittarius.
Fixed signs: The fixed signs are Taurus, Leo, Scorpio and Aquarius.
Fixed Star: A star that appears not to move usually found in the constellations. Fixed stars do move but very slowly.
Gauquelin sectors: The area ten degrees before or after the ascendant or the MC.
Hemisphere: The division of a chart in half by either the ascendant/descendant axis or the MC/IC axis.
Horary: Horary astrology answers questions posed by calculating a chart for the time they are asked.
House: A division of the chart into twelve house.
House system: A method of dividing the chart into houses, e.g. Placidus, equal house, Regiomontanus etc.
IC: Immum coeli is at the interception of the northern meridian and the ecliptic.
Ingress: When a planet enters a sign or a house.
MC: The Midheaven or medium coeli is at the interception of the southern meridian and the ecliptic.
Mode: There are three modes, cardinal, fixed and mutable.
Matutane: Means eastern.
Most elevated: The planet that is closest to the MC by longitude and can be either side of the MC.
Mundane: Astrology of world events and countries.
Mutable signs: The mutable signs are Gemini, Virgo, Sagittarius and Pisces.
Natal Chart: The birth chart.
Nativity: The natal chart.
Nocturnal: Means of the night.
Node: The Moon’s node is where the Moon’s path crosses the ecliptic either north or south.
Occidental: Western or of the west.
Orb: The distance allowed that aspects may be apart but still be in aspect.
Orbit: The path of a planet, moon or star.
Oriental: Eastern or of the east.
Partile: Two planets within the same degree, e.g. 15° 00’ and 15° 59’ are partile.
Placidus: A house system.
Plane of the ecliptic: The Sun’s path.
Planet: A main body that orbits a star.
Precession of the equinoxes: The slight backwards movement (precession) of the point every year where the Sun on the plane of the ecliptic crosses the celestial equator, moving north, at the vernal equinox.
Ptolemaic: From Claudius Ptolemy.
Quadrant: One of four divisions of a chart created by the two main axes. The quadrants are numbers one to four starting below the ascendant going anti clockwise.
Retrograde Rx: The apparent backwards motion of a planet through the zodiac.
Rising sign: The sign that is on the ascendant.
Rising planet: A planet that is conjunct the ascendant.
Ruler: The planet that rules a sign or house.
Satellite: Something that orbits a planet. The Moon is the Earth’s satellite.
Sidereal: Means of the stars.
Sidereal time: Star time.
Sidereal zodiac: Sidereal Zodiac is the method used by Vedic / Hindu astrologers. It is measured from fixed stars which are on the plane of the ecliptic. The sidereal zodiac divides the circle into twelve signs, thirty degrees in celestial longitude, starting at Aries. The sidereal zodiac begins on, or near, April 15th each year.
Sign: One of the twelve signs of the zodiac.
Solstice: Two days in the year when the Sun reaches its farthest distance north or south of the celestial equator this is usually on or about June 21st and December 21st every year.
Synastry: The comparison of two charts for compatibility and usually for romance.
Table of Houses: A book listing the positions of houses depending on the latitude.
Tropical zodiac: The tropical zodiac is the method that western astrologers use. It is measured from the vernal equinox (when the Sun crosses the celestial equator moving north). The tropical zodiac divides the circle into twelve signs, thirty degrees in celestial longitude, starting at Aries. The tropical zodiac begins on, or near, March 21st each year. The tropical zodiac is the one used on these courses and in my teaching.
Vespertane: Western or setting after the Sun.
Visible planets: The planets that can be seen with a naked eye. The Sun, Mercury Venus, the Moon, Mars, Jupiter and Saturn.
Water Sign: The water signs are Cancer, Scorpio, and Pisces.
Zodiac: These are several methods of dividing the 360 degree circle into twelve signs. The two most common are the tropical zodiac and the sidereal zodiac. Both the tropical and the sidereal zodiacs seem to have been aligned +/- 2800 years ago around the year 786BC. The signs of the constellations and the signs of the zodiac originally referred to the same section of the sky.
Zodiac sign: The twelve signs of the zodiac were originally the twelve constellations that the Sun transited (passed through) each year. For a constellation to be a zodiac name it has to be on the plane of the ecliptic.
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Appendix III - Astrology Organizations
Selected astrology associations and organizations
All the following associations and organizations can be Googled for current information. 

· American Federation of Astrologers (AFAN) 
· Astrological Association of Great Britain (AA of GB) 
· Astrological Society of South Africa (ASSA)
· Canadian Association of Astrological Education (CAAE) 
· Faculty of Astrological Studies (FAS)
· Federation of Australian Astrologers (FAA) 
· International Society for Astrological Research (ISAR) 
· National Council for Geocosmic Research (NCGR) 
· Organization of Professional Astrologers (OPA)
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Astrology short form code is a method of writing in plain English short forms of astrological details. It is not a good idea to use astrology fonts in general correspondence sent to others as the recipient may not have that particular astrological font and therefore cannot read your writing.

Planets
SU = Sun 
MO = Moon 
ME = Mercury 
VE = Venus 
MA = Mars 	
JP = Jupiter 
SA = Saturn 
UR = Uranus 
NE = Neptune 
PL = Pluto 
CH = Chiron

Asteroids
CE = Ceres 
VS = Vesta 
JN = Juno 
PA = Pallas Athene

Points
ASC = Ascendant. 
DEC = Descendant. 
MC = Midheaven (Medium Coeli). 	
IC = Immun Coeli, 
Vx = Vertex, 
AVx = Anti-vertex, 
NN = North node, 	
SN = South node, 
POF = Part of Fortune.

Signs
AR = Aries 		
TA = Taurus 
GE = Gemini 	
CN = Cancer 	
LE = Leo
VI = Virgo 
LI = Libra 
SC = Scorpio 
SG = Sagittarius 
CP = Capricorn 
AQ = Aquarius 
PI = Pisces
Houses
1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th.
Aspects
-0- Conjunction 
-30- Semi-sextile 
-60- Sextile 
-90- Square 
-120- Trine 
-150- Quincunx 
-180- Opposition
Hemisphere and quadrants
NH = Northern hemisphere. 
SH = Southern hemisphere. 
EH = Eastern hemisphere. 
WH = Western hemisphere. 
Q1 = 1st quadrant.
Q2 = 2nd quadrant. 
Q3 = 3rd quadrant. 
Q4 = 4th quadrant.
Motion
Rx = retrograde.
D = direct. 
SRx = stationing retrograde. 
SD = stationing direct.

Aspect patterns
STEL = Stellium. 
GR TR = Grand trine. 
GR X = Grand cross. 	
T-SQ = T-square. 
TH-HAM = Thor’s hammer. 
YOD = Yod. 
KITE = Kite. 
MY-REC = Mystic rectangle. 
M GR TR = Mini grand trine.
Type of chart
N = Natal. 
T = Transit. 
P = Secondary progressed. 
D = Solar arc directed. 
SR = Solar retur

Examples
Sun in Gemini = SU GE. 			
Mars square Jupiter = MA-90-JU. 
Transiting Moon in the 4th house = T.MO 4th. 
Venus at thirteen degrees fifty-five minutes of Taurus = VE 13TA55. 
Progressed Saturn quincunx natal Pluto = P.SA-150-n.PL. 
Chiron retrograde in Cancer = CH Rx CA. 
T-square Jupiter opposite Uranus both square Sun = T-SQ (JU-180-UR)-90
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